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Interpretation of MARPOL 73/78 Annex I, Regulation 13G(5)(c) and Regulation 13H(5)(c) 

 

1.0 Introduction 

 

1.1 The MEPC, at its 53
rd

 meeting in July, 2005, considered document MEPC 53/6/5 

(Marshall Islands), copy attached, proposing a common understanding of the 

requirements of Regulations 13G(5) and 13H(5) to the effect that the extended operation 

up to 25 years of age may be granted for single-hull oil tankers with double sides, or 

double hull oil tankers not fully complying with the requirements of Regulation 13F or 

Regulation 13G(1)(c), which extend to approximately 95% of the entire cargo tank 

length. 

 

1.2 The Committee noted that the proposal refers to those ships normally having fuel tanks 

on their sides in the area occupied by the approximate 5% balance of the cargo tank 

length indicated in paragraph 1.1, thus not providing protection to the entire cargo tank 

length by spaces not used for the carriage of oil as required by both regulations. 

 

2.0 Agreement 

 

2.1 The Committee agreed with the Administration that an oil tanker, as described above, 

may qualify for the continued operation allowances of Regulations 13G(5) and 13H(5), 

provided that its side fuel oil tanks are fitted with longitudinal or transverse bulkheads 

ensuring that the required minimum distance between the hull and the cargo and fuel oil 

tanks is maintained throughout the entire cargo area. 

 

2.2 The Committee further agreed that this modification would not trigger the application of 

the provisions of Paragraph (c) in Regulations 13G(5) and 13H(5). 

 

2.3 The Recognized Organizations are authorized by the Administration to evaluate requests 

to implement the minor modifications referred to by MEPC 53/6/5 for the purpose of 

application of MARPOL Regulations 13G(5) and 13H(5), and amend the IOPP 

Supplement Form B accordingly.  As such, any application of MARPOL Regulations 

13G(5) or 13H(5) must then be approved by the Administration. 
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