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REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR

CRITICAL ITEMS CHECKLIST

	For all merchant vessels – the below Checklist is to be completed, signed and submitted to the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) Maritime Administrator (the “Administrator”) prior to arrival at any United States (US), Australia, or China port. Failure to follow these requirements could lead to a detention by the Administrator or PSC authorities. Place a check mark for either “Yes,” “No,” or “N.A” (not applicable) in each row after physically inspecting the relevant items.



	VESSEL NAME:      
	OFFICIAL NO.:      

	Bound For:      
	ETA:      

	OWNER’S AGENT, PHONE, EMAIL:      



	Yes
	No
	N/A
	REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL VESSELS

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	The latest class survey status report is available onboard. No overdue Conditions of Class. 
All PSC Defects have been closed by PSC.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	All critical machinery is tested and results recorded, before entering the port limits. Machinery PMS is up to date and recorded as per the manufacturer’s guidelines. No critical jobs are overdue in the PMS.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	For ships with MEPC.107(49) Oil Content Meters (OCM), ensure that the Engineering department can retrieve “historical data” upon PSC request. Verify OWS piping against approved drawings. Can the engineering staff demonstrate testing and operation of the OWS per instructions? Maintain seal integrity and ensure the OWS 3-way valve closes overboard when sampling stops, or PPM exceeds 15. Ensure flow/pressure sensors (if fitted) are functional, the sample line to the OCM is clear, and sample flow is constant.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Operating machinery free of fuel oil, lube oil or hydraulic leaks and no oil-soaked lagging. Machinery spaces free from fire hazards. Save-alls and tank tops clean and dry. (Ref SOLAS CH II-2-Reg 4-2.2.6)

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Piping systems free of soft patches or other temporary repairs. No cement boxes unless approved by Class. If found, contact the Administrator immediately.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Bilge high level alarm system fully operational in E/R, Emergency Fire pump space, Steering room bilges and Fore Peak store. No excessive bilge water or oil in the bilges.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	All quick-closing valves are functional, pneumatic lines are connected, & no temporary blockages/gags to hold valves open, no leaks on the activating line. The system is fully operational. (Ref SOLAS CH II-2-Reg 5-2)

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Steering gear tested in all modes including local & emergency without binding or uncontrolled hydraulic oil leaks. All Alarms are fully operational. Local simplified instructions displayed Adequate oil levels are maintained in service & reserve tanks.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Machinery space ventilation dampers & funnel louvers tested remotely and/or locally, closing tightly, and are not wasted corroded holed, or deformed. Pneumatic lines and wires are not disconnected.
Galley Supply /Exhaust dampers tested.
Emergency Generator room Supply/Exhaust dampers tested
Signage present indicating open/close position of dampers. (Ref SOLAS CH II-2-Reg 5-2).

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Emergency generator has been tested in all starting modes and can accept the electrical load. Starting batteries fully charged and in good condition. Ventilation and emergency stops/fuel shut off in good working order. No low resistance. 

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Emergency lighting fully functional and in good condition.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Incinerator fully operational and being operated in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions and onboard procedures.


	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Oil mist detection system for M/E /A/E/ Hydraulic power pack rooms in order/Sensors without any warning/Trouble alarms.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Sewage Treatment Plant operating in accordance with the RMI sewage checklist, with specific attention to the condition and positioning of the three-way flow valve (if fitted), functionality of blowers, proper aeration and chemical treatment, operational discharge pump and high-level alarm, and availability of a class-approved rate of discharge chart, where applicable.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Fire Detection System enabled and fully operational with no alarms/Faults. Not covered or blocked. Check that the Cargo Hold Smoke detection system (If fitted) is fully operational and no alarms on the panel. Approved means of testing the smoke, flame & heat detectors available. Lighters/Open flame not to be used for testing.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Water mist system is operational (i.e., no mechanical/electrical defects) and the control mode is in AUTO. 
Fixed CO2 / foam / Water mist/ Paint room Sprinkler system nozzles clear of clogging and paint.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Main fire pumps – Demonstrate two steady streams of water: One (1) fire hose rigged forward and one (1) from the bridge wing - and demonstrate two (2) straight steady streams of water with adequate pressure at the local gauge. Consideration must be given for extremely cold weather during the winter months. 

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Emergency fire pump including priming unit must be fully operational under any ballast or loaded condition and provide two (2) straight steady streams of water as described above. Crew aware of draft restrictions concerning pump suction.
Suction/Discharge lines penetrating E/R (If applicable) are insulated as required by SOLAS CH II-2 Reg 10-2.1.4.1

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Isolation valves marked and freely/smoothly operating. No soft patches on fire lines. No leaks in fire lines or fire pumps. No leaks or temporary patches in the fire line or significant uncontrolled leaks in the packing glands or mechanical seals when fire pumps are energized. Considerations for low temperatures during winter & lines clear of ice.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Rescue boat engine must start immediately and run for at least 5 mins with proper cooling water being provided (i.e. drum of water). Must be capable of testing in forward and reverse gear. Rescue boat davit must be fully operational and free of any hydraulic leaks. Secondary power source (i.e. stored hydraulic pressure) must be fully charged/available for immediate use.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Lifeboat - Engine starts immediately. Rudders full movement. Windows clear without hazing. Sound hull, no cracks in the hull, no overpainted instructions, and indicators. Davits-no hydraulic issue- leakages. Sheaves are not thinned down or wasted. Release gear reset correctly. The remote-control wire is untangled and not deteriorated and not corroded.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Lifeboat-Satisfied by the test that On Load Release Gear working, safely locked with clear/simple directions for use. Cables, and rods, including external forward and aft release points, are free of paint and obstructions. Painters correct, E lighting good. Compasses operational and food and water rations sealed & unexpired, Rudder movement, and battery starters are all charged and free running. FFLB release safe & correctly reset. Turnbuckles in sound condition. Lifeboats and rescue boats must be immediately available for launching/recovery.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Life rafts are correctly located, secured, and serviced up to date. Releases in moving order. Clear Signage/Operating instructions located close by and beneath effective emergency lighting. Painters must be secured properly to ensure “free floating” capability. HRU is correctly positioned

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	All Immersion suits visually inspected, both internally and externally, for tears, cracks, and deterioration. Zippers must be manually exercised up and down to demonstrate they are fully operational, not deteriorated, and open and close without binding. 

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	All firefighting ensembles must be in satisfactory condition with the face mask in good order. No dry rotted rubber mask straps. Jackets, pants and gloves must not have any holes or rips in the material. Aluminized coating intact and in good condition, especially under and around shoulders and chest.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Fire screen doors, including engine room entrance(s), must be intact and close correctly. Fire screen doors must be free of holes, damage and temporary repairs. Doors required to be self-closing per the fire control plan must be free of unauthorized holdbacks (wire, rope, hooks, etc.). 

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	ECDIS-Familiarity, certification, safety settings, updates, and upgrades including nautical productions. ENCs are up to date.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Passage planning -Available from berth-berth, amended in case of any deviations. Includes safety settings, position fixing, UKC calculations, tidal calculations, charts, and publications updates. Plotting intervals followed during voyage, with historical evidence available for review. NAVAREA corrections are up to date.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	GMDSS – MF HF successful test in DC power with evidence. Ship to shore only. All GMDSS equipment are fully operational.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Navigation lights - Correct sectors (225° masthead, 112.5° side lights, 135° stern light). The screens are matt black. cross-check after repairs if changes are made.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Hatch cover securing devices well maintained and operational (including threads, under top coaming supports, steel and rubber washers, landing pads, packing rubber, hydraulics, drainage points, and CO2 inlets. No repairs unless approved by Class, with documentation available on board. 

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Able to demonstrate proper closure and sealing of housings, mast houses, access hatches to cargo holds, forecastle storerooms (in accordance with load line requirements). Closures must be watertight.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Ballast vent heads in good condition including non-return floats, spindles & packing; marked appropriately & approved by Class. All Sounding and temperature pipe caps are threaded and free from corrosion, correctly screwed down. Correctly marked. No wood plugs. Drains for containment areas (save-alls) must also have appropriate closure.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Deck machinery braking systems (including linkages, brake pads, and platforms) in good condition, strong, and intact. Piping runs and associated securing U-bolts in good condition and tight.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Pilot ladder and lifesaving appliance embarkation ladders treads unpainted, grease free, and intact. Cordage in good condition with no damage or contamination. Class approval documentation available for all ladders on board. Stanchions and sockets in good condition and free of corrosion or wastage.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Accommodation ladders in good condition. Sockets and stanchions intact. Free from thinning or wastage. Safety netting fitted appropriately beneath accommodation ladders to prevent falls. Lower platform horizontal and sound.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	All drills conducted in accordance with the SMS, IMO requirements, and RMI requirements (including waterborne boat drills with falls released). Master, officers and crew ready for fire, abandon ship and confined space rescue drills and their relevant duties/responsibilities.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Vessel manned in compliance with the minimum safe manning certificate (MSMC). All officers and ratings required by the vessel’s MSMC have the appropriate and unexpired national and flag State documents for their capacities.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Evidence of compliance with MLC requirements available on board (including proof of payment, work/rest hours, provisions, reefer and freezer temps, potable water, air conditioning, and hydrophore operating). Process for handling internal complaints documented and followed. For crew members due for repatriation, provide solid evidence (airline tickets, itinerary, VISAs). 

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Garbage management (including stowage, storage containers, signage, disposal, recordkeeping) in accordance with garbage management plan.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Ballast water treatment system is fully operational. Accurate ballast water records are maintained.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Ship Security drills up to date, all visitor IDs checked & escorted (including PSC), gang way watch manned & know duties. 

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Cyber risks have been identified and addressed in the vessel’s SMS in accordance with MN-2-011-13 §1.2,

	
	
	
	Note the date of the ISM Document of Compliance annual verification:       

	
	
	
	Note the date of last attendance by superintendent and/or DPA:      

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Management by Walking Around - Senior Officers walked through their spaces & checked for defects (See MSA 5-022) 



	Yes
	No
	N/A
	ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS (for tankers only)

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	The Inert Gas Generator and/or Inert Gas System is fully operational.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Oil Discharge Monitoring Equipment (ODME) is fully operational.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	The cargo tank High level alarm and high-high level alarm to be operating with audio-visual alarms as required.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Fixed gas detection system is fully operational, calibrated as per the maker’s guidance and as per schedule.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	All pressure/vacuum (P/V) relief valves for cargo tanks have been tested and are operational.

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Gas Carriers – Water spray system is tested prior to arrival & fully operational. No clogs in nozzles and no deteriorated piping.





	Yes
	No
	N/A
	NON-OPERATIONAL EQUIPMENT

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Is all machinery, critical items, and other equipment on board fully operational?

	[bookmark: Text95]If no, list of all non-operational equipment:     

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	Is documentary evidence of Class correspondence and/or Flag acknowledgment on board for all non-operational equipment?





FAILURE TO FOLLOW THIS CHECKLIST COULD LEAD TO THE VESSEL BEING DETAINED

By signing below, I certify that I have reviewed and verified each item found on the Critical Items Checklist. I also certify that if there is a problem with any item on the Checklist or any other non-operational equipment, I will notify the Administrator immediately at the appropriate email below and I will report any non-operational equipment to local port State authorities in accordance with local requirements. I understand that adverse actions can be taken against my Officer’s license by the Administrator for failure to report a problem.


	
	
	

	Master Signature / RMI Certificate No.
	Print Name
	Date



	
	
	

	Chief Engineer Signature / RMI Certificate No.
	Print Name
	Date



COMPLETED FORM IS TO BE EMAILED TO:
For USA arrivals:	       NOA@register-iri.com
For Australia and China arrivals:	Inspections-hk@register-iri.com

	1	MSD 340 (Sep/2025)
	2	MSD 340 (Sep/2025)
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