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MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY No. 13-23

To: Owners/Operators, Masters, Nautical Inspectors, Recognized Organizations

Subject: SOUTH KOREA: REQUIREMENTS FOR DISCHARGING BALLAST
WATER

Date: 31 August 2023

On 24 August 2023, the Japanese government began releasing treated radioactive water from the
Fukushima nuclear power plant into the Pacific Ocean, as approved by the International Atomic
Energy Association.

Owners and operators of Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI)-flagged vessels are advised that
South Korea has implemented requirements for ballast water discharge to keep the treated
radioactive wastewater from the Fukushima nuclear power plant out of its jurisdiction.

These regional requirements apply to vessels that are entering South Korean ports after uptaking
ballast water in: Aomori Prefecture, lwate Prefecture, Fukushima Prefecture, Miyagi Prefecture,
Ibaragi Prefecture, and Chiba Prefecture in the eastern coast of Japan.

Details of the new requirements can be found in the Spark International bulletin which can be read
here. More details are also available through the P&I Clubs, including:

e North Standard

e American Club

e London P&l

The RMI Maritime Administrator has been advised that other governments may also create
requirements about treated radioactive water as ballast. Going forward, vessels transiting to the
area are advised to monitor developments on a port-by-port basis through their ship agents.

This MSA is evaluated annually by the Administrator and expires one year after its issuance or renewal unless otherwise noted,
superseded, or revoked.
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https://north-standard-staging.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/25113034/Ballast-Water-Management-Requirements-from-Korean-Authorities-Fukushima-powerplant.pdf
https://north-standard.com/insights/news/south-korea-concerns-on-radioactive-contamination-lead-to-new-ballast-water-requirements/
https://www.american-club.com/files/files/MA_082823_ROK_Requirements_Ballast_Water_Eastern_Japan.pdf
https://www.londonpandi.com/knowledge/news-alerts/south-korea-ballast-water-management-guidance-for-vessels-arriving-from-japan/

