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SUMMARY 

Executive summary: This document provides information regarding the status of entry into 
force of the Hong Kong Convention 

Strategic direction,  
if applicable: 

Not applicable 

Output: Not applicable 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 8 

Related documents: SR/CONF/41; resolution MEPC.178(59) and MEPC 74/INF.16 

 
Background 
 
1 Article 17 of the Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally 
Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009 (Hong Kong Convention) provides that the Convention shall 
enter into force 24 months after the date on which the following conditions are met: 
 

.1 not less than 15 States have either signed it without reservation as to 
ratification, acceptance or approval, or have deposited the requisite 
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession in accordance 
with article 16; 

 
.2 the combined merchant fleets of the States mentioned in paragraph 1.1 

constitute not less than 40% of the gross tonnage of the world's merchant 
shipping; and 

 
.3 the combined maximum annual ship recycling volume of the States 

mentioned in paragraph 1.1 during the preceding 10 years constitutes not 
less than 3% of the gross tonnage of the combined merchant shipping of the 
same States. 
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2 Resolution MEPC.178(59) invites the Secretary-General, when calculating the 
combined maximum annual ship recycling volume (recycling capacity) of Contracting States, 
as required by article 17 of the Convention, to refer to annually published statistical data on 
the recycled gross tonnage of shipping, on the following basis: 
 

.1 for each Contracting State, extract the "annual ship recycling volume" for 
each of the preceding 10 years, by reference to the data on total gross 
tonnage provided in the table on disposals by country of breaking in that 
year's World Casualty Statistics from Lloyd's Register – Fairplay (now known 
as IHS Maritime & Trade); and 

 

.2 determine "the maximum annual ship recycling volume" by selecting the 
highest value occurring in the 10-year period for each Contracting State. 

 

Ship recycling capacity 
 

3 To assist the Committee and other stakeholders to reach a better understanding of 
the conditions for the Convention's entry into force, the Secretariat, in accordance with 
resolution MEPC.178(59), has collected the published ship recycling volume data for the 
preceding 10 years, as shown in the tables in the annex to this document. 
 

4 Table 1 shows, for each country that is recorded by IHS Maritime & Trade as having 
recycled any ships in the last decade, the total gross tonnage recycled in each of the 
preceding 10 years (2011 to 2020). The last column of the table shows the maximum annual 
ship recycling volume of each State, this being the largest entry of recycled gross tonnage 
in the decade. The maximum annual ship recycling volume of each State may be regarded 
as the present recycling capacity of that State. 
 

5 Table 2 presents data on the total gross tonnage of the world fleet for each of the 
preceding 10 years. The second row shows 40% of the world fleet's gross tonnage figure 
and the third row shows 3% of the 40% of the world fleet's tonnage figure (this being the 
minimum tonnage of combined maximum annual ship recycling volume of Contracting States 
that is necessary to satisfy the recycling capacity criterion for entry into force of the 
Convention – see paragraph 1.3 above). 
 

6 Table 3 presents an extract from table 1 showing, for the top five ship recycling States 
(listed in this paragraph in the order of capacity: India, Bangladesh, China, Pakistan and 
Turkey), their total gross tonnage recycled annually and their maximum annual ship recycling 
volume. Table 3 also shows that, for each year in the decade, the top five recycling States 
have recycled an average of 98% of all tonnage recycled in the world. 
 

Status of the Convention 
 
7 As of the date of this document, 17 States, Belgium, Republic of the Congo, Croatia, 
Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Ghana, India, Japan, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Panama, Spain, Serbia and Turkey, have ratified or acceded to the Convention, whose 
combined merchant fleets (a gross tonnage of 426,940,146) constitute 29.77% of the world's 
merchant shipping, and whose combined maximum annual ship recycling volumes constitute 
a gross tonnage of 13,950,584. 
 
Action requested of the Committee 
 
8 The Committee is invited to note the information contained in this document. 
 

*** 
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ANNEX 
 

CONDITION FOR ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE HONG KONG CONVENTION 
 

Table 1: Annual ship recycling volume (2011-2020) (Data by IHS Maritime & Trade) 
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Table 2: World fleet in GT terms (Data by IHS Maritime & Trade) 
 

  2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

WORLD FLEET 1,043,081,509  1,081,204,742  1,122,649,460  1,166,847,462  1,211,877,004  1,248,583,186  1,291,046,701  1,334,630,042  1,390,332,982  1,433,895,532  

40% of WORLD 
FLEET  

417,232,604   432,481,897   449,059,784   466,738,985  484,750,802  499,433,274  516,418,680  533,852,017  556,133,193  573,558,213  

3% of 40%  12,516,978   12,974,457   13,471,794   14,002,170   14,542,524   14,982,998   15,492,560   16,015,561  16,683,996  17,206,746  

 
Table 3: Annual ship recycling volume of the largest ship recycling countries (Data by IHS Maritime & Trade) 

 

 
 

 
___________ 


