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	Fixed Dry Chemical Powder Fire Extinguishing Systems for New Construction LNG/LPG Vessels


1.0
Introduction

1.1
In accordance with paragraph 11.4.1 of the International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in Bulk (IGC Code), “Ships in which the carriage of flammable products is intended should be fitted with fixed dry chemical powder type extinguishing systems for the purpose of fighting fire on the deck in the cargo area and bow or stern cargo handling areas if applicable.  The system and the dry chemical powder should be adequate for this purpose and satisfactory to the Administration.”
1.2
In order to demonstrate adequate operation of such systems to the satisfaction of the Administration, the Marshall Islands Administration is instructing its Recognized Organizations (ROs) involved in the survey and issuance of International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Liquefied Gases in Bulk to Marshal Islands registered vessels, to carry out a commissioning test of the fixed dry chemical powder type extinguishing systems for new construction LNG/LPG vessels prior to delivery.
2.0
Commissioning Test Requirements
2.1
The commissioning test shall demonstrate the proper functioning of hand monitors and hose lines, as well as remote operated monitors, as designed.
2.2
The system test shall be conducted utilizing dry chemical powder and propellant gas identical to that employed in the system.

2.3
Dispersion on deck of the dry chemical during the test shall be mitigated through the use of plastic sleeves, or a similar containment method.

2.4
Upon completion of the test, all lines shall be cleared of residual dry chemical powder utilizing system propellant gas.

2.5
The system Manufacturer shall be present to ensure proper and safe operation of the system during the test, and to verify re-charging and system readiness after testing.
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