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	FIRE PREVENTION AND ELECTRICAL SAFETY
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	19 February 2010


This Advisory is being issued based on a review of two recent cabin fires onboard Marshall Islands flagged vessels caused by personal electrical equipment plugged into cabin electrical sockets.  In one instance, an electrical device overheated and caught fire because it was in close proximity to flammable materials.

Masters, Officers, and crew members should take heed to these recent events which might have resulted in the loss of life or personal injury and take the appropriate precautionary measures.  Common shipboard safety practices include:

· Do not use personal electrical equipment which is not approved by international electrical standards.
· Do not plug in personal electrical equipment which exceeds the rated capacity of the electrical circuit.
· Do not leave personal electrical equipment energized and left unattended.
· Do not leave combustible materials on or near electrical equipment.
· Do not be complacent about fire prevention and electrical safety because of the consequences that could result.  When in doubt, always consult the ship’s electrician.
For supplemental information, please refer to the “Plug ugly” article on page 6 of the “Signals Newsletter,” Issue 72, dated July 2008, which can be accessed through the following link:  http://www.nepia.com/cache/files/1415-1222874373/Signals72.pdf#zoom=70.
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