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MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY NO. 6-10
	To:
	Regional Marine Safety Offices, Nautical Inspectors, Masters, Owners/Agents


	Subject:
	GULF OF ADEN FEBRUARY CONVOY INFORMATION


	Date:
	5 February 2010


Please be advised of the following Gulf of Aden convoy information for February:
Japanese convoy schedule: The government of Japan provides the escort operation by Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) for vessels in accordance with the following schedule.

The rendezvous (start & end) position:
“A” 11:50N – 045:00E, base speed: 12 kts
“B” 14:28N - 053:00E, base speed: 12 kts
Escort schedules in February:
Westbound (start “B”):

1400Z 06 Feb 10
1200Z 10 Feb 10
1500Z 18 Feb 10

0600Z 26 Feb 10
Eastbound (start “A”):
1500Z 04 Feb 10
1300Z 8 Feb 10
1500Z 24 Feb 10
1500Z 28 Feb 10

Please note that application for JMSDF escort operation must be made directly to the GOJ, which is a separate procedure from the application to MSCHOA.
Merchant vessels that wish to apply for JMSDF escort operation should visit www.mlit.go.jp/maritime/gaikoh/pirate/hp_english.doc to follow the application procedure.
For further information, please contact directly to Anti-piracy Contact and Coordination Office, Maritime Bureau, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, Japan.
Tel: +81-3-5253-8932
Fax: +81-3-5253-1643
Russian naval convoy schedule: As reported by the Russian Navy HQ, a Russian warship will escort merchant ships in transit through the Gulf of Aden according to the following schedule:

4 Feb 10 - Eastbound convoy
7 Feb 10 - Westbound convoy

Departure time for all convoys above is 1000 Moscow time (0700 UTC).
Convoy assembly points are as follows:
Western point “A”: 12:20N – 43:50E
Eastern point “B”: 14:24N – 53:00E

Russian Maritime Security Service (RMSS) is disposed to receive applications from shipping companies, which would like to join their vessels in any of convoys above .the RMSS will collect such applications and forward them to the Russian Navy HQ.  Upon approval of a company request by the Navy HQ, the RMSS will advise the company about the warship call sign and INMARSAT No., which should be transmitted to appropriate shipmaster.  In all cases, it is the warship CMDR to take a final decision on admission of a vessel to each convoy (as a rule, requests of companies or ships are not being rejected).  Requests for participation must be submitted to RMSS via email at isps@msecurity.ru or smb@msecurity.ru; or fax: +7-495-694-10-03.
Chinese national convoy schedule:
CTF525 is scheduled to carry out Westbound convoy on:

1 Feb 10

7 Feb 10

13 Feb 10

19 Feb 10

25 Feb 10

Eastbound convoy on:

4 Feb 10

10 Feb 10

16 Feb 10

22 Feb 10

28 Feb 10
The rendezvous point for Westbound convoy is the east rendezvous point (14:50N – 053:50E) and the rendezvous time is 0600 UTC on the day of convoy.  The transit will start at 0900 UTC.

The rendezvous point for Eastbound convoy is the west rendezvous point (12:17.8N – 043:49E), and the rendezvous time is 0300 UTC on the day of convoy.  The transit will start at 0600 UTC.

The convoy of both directions will transit along the northern border of the IRTC at a speed of 12 knots.
MVs intending to join our convoy should submit to CTF525 via telex (INMARSAT C station: 583441218942, data) basic vessel information (including ETA, ship's name, call sign, flag, owner, dwt, speed, contact details, etc).
Please note that MVs intending to join the convoy are required to have a minimum speed of 12kts.
It must be remembered that hijackings can take place anywhere in these high risk areas.  Thus, the Administration urges all vessels operating in the region to actively implement recommended Best Management Practices for anti-piracy measures, register with the MSCHOA, regularly report their position/course/speed to UKMTO (+971 505 523 215 / ukmto@eim.ae), participate in the SSRS service (http://ssrs.org), continue to maintain a heightened state of awareness, maintain strict 24 hour anti-piracy visual and radar watches, and report all attacks and suspicious sightings to the IMB Piracy Reporting Centre (24 hours anti-piracy helpline: +603 2031 0014, Email: piracy@icc-ccs.org, Telex: MA 34199).
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