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MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY NO. 54-10 Revised
	To:
	Regional Marine Safety Offices, Nautical Inspectors, Masters, Owners/Agents


	Subject:
	Volatile Organic Compounds Management Plan for Tankers Carrying Crude Oil


	Date:
	4 June 2010


This Advisory supersedes Marine Safety Advisory No. 54-10.  The previous reference to gas carriers has been eliminated to avoid misinterpretation of the application of MARPOL Annex VI Regulation 15.6 regarding VOC management plans.
Please be advised that, beginning 1 July 2010, a tanker (irrespective of tonnage) carrying crude oil is required to have onboard and implement an approved Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) management plan in accordance with Regulation 15.6 of the revised MARPOL Annex VI of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (see IMO Resolution MEPC.176(58)).

A VOC management plan should be prepared in accordance with IMO Resolution MEPC.185(59), Guidelines for the Development of a VOC Management Plan; and should take into account the technical information contained in MEPC.1/Circ.680, Technical Information on Systems and Operation to Assist Development of VOC Management Plans.  VOC management plans will be approved by Recognized Organizations on behalf of the Administration provided they meet these requirements.  Refer to Marshall Islands Marine Guideline 2-13-4 for additional details regarding the revised MARPOL Annex VI.
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