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MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY NO. 37-10
	To:
	Regional Marine Safety Offices, Nautical Inspectors, Masters, Owners/Agents


	Subject:
	SHIP REPORTING SYSTEM TO BE EXTENDED TO SOUTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF


	Date:
	20 April 2010


Please be advised that the Australian Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, and Local Government, Anthony Albanese, has issued a media statement announcing that the system requiring all ships to regularly report their location and route to authorities, backed up by real-time radio and satellite tracking, will be extended to the southern portion of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.  The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) issued its report on “Improving safe navigation in the Great Barrier Reef”.  This report recommends extending the current coverage of the Reef Vessel Traffic Service (REEFVTS); strengthening regulatory arrangements including modernizing the relevant penalty and offense provisions; enhancing navigational aids; and developing a range of management options to enhance protection of the Great Barrier Reef.
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