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MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY NO. 24-08
	To:
	Regional Marine Safety Offices, Nautical Inspectors, Masters, Owners/Agents


	Subject:
	Hijacking and Piracy in Somalia Waters (Northern Gulf of Aden)


	Date:
	22 August 2008


The most recent Piracy/Hijacking attacks took place yesterday (21 August) when three (3) vessels were taken within hours of each other, following the attack earlier this week (19 August), when a Tanker and her crew of 28 were hijacked and taken into Somali waters.  Attempts by the vessel’s Shipmanagement and U.N Coalition Forces to contact the vessel taken on the 19th have been unsuccessful.  The incident was reported to the IMB’s Piracy Reporting Centre (PRC) via another vessel that received its distress call.
These follow on from the attack which took place on 12 August 2008, when a general cargo vessel was hijacked whilst underway in the Northern Gulf of Aden.  The vessel was taken to Somali waters and anchored near the South Puntland border.  Demands for a payment of ransom for the return of the 28 crew and the vessel have been made.
In all, currently, there are seven ships hanging at anchor awaiting ransom payments.

In reported instances, vessels have been approached by speedboats containing men armed with machine guns and rocket-propelled grenade (RPG) launchers.  In their attempts to slow down and board the vessels, the pirates have opened fire against the vessels.
United Nations coalition forces have intervened and helped prevent two of the attacks from occurring.  This action is in line with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1816 (2008) that allows states cooperating with Somalia to enter its territorial waters in order to repress acts of piracy and armed robbery "by all necessary means."
Somalia, without a central government since 1991, does not have the capacity to interdict pirates or patrol its coastline.  Recently, in 2007, there was a spate of attacks off the Horn of Africa, where it is understood that pirates were using a mother-ship from which to launch attacks on vessels up to 200nm off the coast.  In 2008 it would appear that the pirate gangs are operating more off the northern coast in the Gulf of Aden where there is a greater proximity to shore and quick access to the many vessels passing south through the Suez canal.
The IMB advises that Masters maintain strict 24-hour piracy watches and be especially wary of any approaching smaller craft.  The IMB urges the reporting of all actual or attempted attacks, as well as any suspicious vessel movements, to the IMB Piracy Reporting Centre (PRC).
The Administration is broadcasting this information to shipowners/operators as a stern warning with instructions to observe enhanced Security Level procedures and 24-hour Piracy Watch at all times whilst transiting or operating in the water of the northwest Gulf of Aden.  If there is a threat or act of Piracy, Armed Attack, Hijacking and/or Terrorism, Masters or owners/operators are required to promptly notify the Administration pursuant to Marshall Islands Marine Notice No. 6-036-2.
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