
Republic of the Marshall Islands 
MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR 

11495 COMMERCE PARK DRIVE, RESTON, VIRGINIA 20191-1506 

TELEPHONE: +1-703-620-4880  FAX: +1-703-476-8522 

EMAIL: maritime@register-iri.com  WEBSITE: www.register-iri.com 

 

This MSA expires one (1) year after its issuance, unless otherwise noted, extended, superseded, or revoked. 
 

MSD 001 (Rev. Jul/2016) 1 of 1 MSA No. 22-17 
MSA-REGAD 

 

MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY No. 22-17 

 

To: Owners/Operators, Masters, Nautical Inspectors, Recognized Organizations 
 

Subject: PORT STATE CONTROL AND SHIPS’ MEDICINE CHESTS  

 

Date: 26 May 2017 

 

The Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) Maritime Administrator (the “Administrator”) has 

received a report that Indian Port State Control (PSC) has been strictly enforcing Maritime Labour 

Convention, 2006 (MLC, 2006) Standard A4.1.4(a) on ships’ medicine chests. As of today, they 

will be issuing a Code 17 to vessels that do not comply with the requirement. 

 

The RMI requirements regarding medicine chest inspection and certification are contained in  

§2.0 of RMI Marine Notice 7-042-1. It is particularly important to note the following: 

 

• The medicine chest must be inspected at regular intervals, not exceeding 12 months; 

 

• The medicine chest must be inspected by a pharmacy/pharmacist that has been approved 

by the competent authority in which it is located; and 

 

• Where physical attendance on board by the pharmacy/pharmacist is not feasible, the 

medicine chest may be inspected and certified remotely, provided certain conditions are 

met. 

 

The Administrator advises that these requirements are enforceable by any PSC authority of a 

country that has ratified the MLC, 2006, not just India. Therefore, RMI flagged vessels are advised 

to: 

 

• make certain that their medicine chest certification is up to date and that such certification 

(the documentation of which may or may not take the form of a certificate) has been 

provided by an approved pharmacy/pharmacist. 

 

• check with port agents on any directives by Administrations on local implementation and 

enforcement of the medicine chest requirement. For example, see Indian Directorate 

General of Shipping (DGS) Order No. 02 of 2017, dated 22 May 2017, which provides that 

Administration’s inspection regime, including a list of entities (Port Health Officers and 

Medical Examiners), authorized to inspect and certify medicine chests, at 

http://www.dgshipping.gov.in/Content/ListofMedicalExaminer.aspx. 

 

http://www.register-iri.com/forms/upload/MN-7-042-1.pdf
http://www.register-iri.com/forms/upload/DGS%20Order%20(attached%20to%20MSA%2022-17).pdf
http://www.register-iri.com/forms/upload/DGS%20Order%20(attached%20to%20MSA%2022-17).pdf
http://www.dgshipping.gov.in/Content/ListofMedicalExaminer.aspx

