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MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY NO. 17-10
	To:
	Regional Marine Safety Offices, Nautical Inspectors, Masters, Owners/Agents


	Subject:
	ECDIS Display Issue


	Date:
	12 March 2010


Please be advised that the International Hydrographic Office (IHO) has issued a circular warning that ECDIS may not display some isolated shoal depths when operating in “base or standard display” mode.  This is depicted in the images below.  As a result, route planning and monitoring alarms may not always be activated.  This can result in a vessel grounding or contacting the bottom.
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Source: U.S. National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov)

To ensure safe navigation and to confirm that a planned route is clear of such dangers, mariners should visually inspect the planned route and any deviations from it using ECDIS configured to display “all data.”  The automated voyage planning check function should not be solely relied upon.  Vessel Masters are reminded that it may be prudent to use paper charts for route planning and navigation in areas where there are either known or high likelihood of isolated shoals or pinnacles in close proximity to the navigational channel.

Hydrographic offices are reviewing their electronic navigational charts in order to correct this problem.  The Administration will update this Marine Safety Advisory as additional information becomes available.
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