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MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY NO. 28-07

	To:
	Regional Marine Safety Offices, Nautical Inspectors, Masters, Owners/Agents


	Subject:
	ATTEMPTED ATTACKS OFF THE NIGERIAN COAST


	Date:
	26 September 2007


On 14 September 2007 there were two attempted attacks against Marshall Islands flagged vessels in the Lagos Anchorage off the coast of Nigeria.  The attempted attacks occurred between 0015 and 0130 local time.  In both attempts the attackers approached the ship in a small boat that was detected by a posted deckwatch.  Both attempts were aborted when the ship’s general alarm was sounded after the sighting was reported by the deckwatch to the bridge.  In one of the attempted attacks the boat with a crew of 3 – 4 was approximately 10 meters from the ship before it turned away.  Searches of each vessel were conducted after the attempted attack and did not find any boarders.  The crew’s vigilance and immediate actions successfully thwarted both of these attempted attacks.
There have now been eight attempted attacks against Marshall Islands flagged vessels off of Nigeria since 2006.  Six of these attempts have occurred in 2007.
The Administration reminds Masters that in accordance with Marine Safety Advisory No. 40-05 (http://www.register-iri.com/marinesafetyadvisories/msadvisory_40-05.doc) they are required to set MARSEC Level II when in Nigerian waters.  As discussed in MSA #40-05, ships arriving in the affected area are required to report setting MARSEC Level II to the Administration via e-mail at maritime@register-iri.com.
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