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REPUBLIC OF
Marine Notice

THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

No. 7-041-3


OFFICE OF THE

MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR
Rev. 3/10
TO:
ALL SHIPOWNERS, OPERATORS, MASTERS AND OFFICERS OF MERCHANT SHIPS, AND RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS

SUBJECT:
Pilot Transfer Arrangements.

References:
(a)
SOLAS Chapter V, Regulation 23

(b)
IMO Resolution A.889(21), Pilot Transfer Arrangements, 25 November 1999

(c)
MSC/Circ. 568/Rev.1, Required Boarding Arrangements for Pilots, 
23 February 1995
(d)
ISO 799:2004 (E), Ships and Marine Technology – Pilot Ladders
(e)
Maritime Regulation 7.41.10

(f)
Marshall Islands Technical Circular #16
PURPOSE:

This Notice is issued to ensure that pilot ladders, mechanical pilot hoists and their arrangements, use and maintenance conform to standards not inferior to those set out in International Maritime Organization (IMO) Resolution A.889(21).
This Notice supersedes Rev. 10/06 and should be treated as a new document due to the addition of new References (c), (d) and (f) above and the resulting extensive revisions.
APPLICABILITY:
This Notice applies to all vessels registered in the Marshall Islands that have occasion to use the services of a pilot in entering or leaving port or wherever pilotage is required.
REQUIREMENTS:

1.0
General

1.1
In accordance with Maritime Regulation 7.41.10 regarding accident prevention, Masters shall take particular notice of requirements for pilot transfer arrangements and assure that the standards required by this Notice are applied.
1.2
Pilot transfer arrangements shall meet the standards of Regulation V-23 of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended (SOLAS) and corresponding Resolution A.889(21).
1.3
Pilot transfer arrangements shall be provided to enable the pilot to embark and disembark safely on either side of the ship.  They shall take into consideration that a pilot ladder combined with an accommodation ladder is the safest method of embarking or disembarking a pilot on ships with high freeboards and that a pilot hoist should only be used following agreement between the master and the pilot (MSC/Circ. 568/Rev.1).

1.4
Pilot transfer equipment shall be accessible, kept clean, properly maintained, properly stowed and regularly inspected in accordance with the requirements of §1.2, above, to ensure their safe use.
2.0
Inspections/Survey
2.1
All ships shall be inspected to ensure that pilot transfer arrangements and their appliances are in conformance with SOLAS Regulation V-23 and IMO Resolution A.889(21).
2.2
Pilot ladders provided to a ship that are constructed and maintained in accordance with ISO 799:2004(E) shall be deemed to comply fully with the performance requirements for pilot ladders under SOLAS.

2.3
Inspections shall be conducted by a Recognized Organization at each safety equipment or passenger ship survey (see reference (f) above).  Marshall Islands Nautical Inspectors have the authority to inspect pilot transfer arrangements in accordance with Marine Notice 5-034-1.
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Inquiries concerning the subject of this Notice should be directed to the Office of the Maritime Administrator, Republic of the Marshall Islands, c/o Marshall Islands Maritime and Corporate Administrators, Inc., 11495 Commerce Park Drive, Reston, VA 20191-1506 USA.
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