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REPUBLIC OF
Marine Notice


THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

No. 2-011-9
OFFICE OF THE


MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR
Rev. 8/06
TO:
ALL SHIPOWNERS, OPERATORS, MASTERS AND OFFICERS OF MERCHANT SHIPS, AND RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS

SUBJECT:
Mobile Offshore Drilling Units.

References:
(a)
1979 MODU Code - IMO Resolution A.414(XI) of 15 Nov. 1979, as amended by MSC/Circ.561, 3 July 1991

(b)
1989 MODU Code - IMO Resolution A.649(16) of 19 Oct. 1989, as amended by MSC/Circ.561, 3 July 1991

(c)
Marshall Islands National MODU Standards MI-293

(d)
Marine Notice 5-034-2, Alternate Safety Inspection Program

PURPOSE:
The Administration’s technical standards have been written into the form of a new Publication MI-293 to provide the Republic of the Marshall Islands’ Authorized Standards for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (MODUs).  Owners, Operators and Classification Societies are to be guided by this Publication in preparation for compliance with the Guidelines set forth in the annexes to IMO Resolutions A.414(XI) of 15 November 1979 and A.649(16) of 19 October 1989, and also for the certification of existing MODUs built prior to the acceptance by Marshall Islands of the IMO MODU Codes.  This Notice supersedes Rev. 12/00.

APPLICABILITY:
These standards are applicable to all MODUs.

REQUIREMENTS:
1.0
General
1.1
The Codes for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (the MODU Codes) cover construction, subdivision and stability, machinery and electrical installations for main propulsion and auxiliary machinery, fire safety, life saving appliances, radio communication installations, lifting devices, helicopter facilities and operational procedures and pollution prevention as per MARPOL 73/78.

1.2
The MODU Codes were adopted by the Marshall Islands for the construction and equipment of units newly-built for the Marshall Islands Registration.  The Mobile Offshore Drilling Units Standards, MI-293, contain the Administration’s clarifications to, and interpretations of, the MODU Codes.

1.3
The Marshall Islands National Mobile Offshore Drilling Units Standards, MI-293, also contains the requirements for existing MODUs.

1.4
Owners or Managing Agents should make arrangements with the certifying Classification Society for confirmation that their units comply with the appropriate MODU Codes and are eligible to be issued MODU Code Certificates or Documents of Compliance prior to Registration.  The International Maritime Organization has decreed that units not in full compliance with the Codes cannot be issued IMO MODU Code Certificates.  Accordingly, those units not covered by or not in full compliance with the IMO MODU Codes, but which have operated successfully and safely during their service will be eligible to be issued National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Documents of Compliance.

1.5
The MODU Codes are published by the International Maritime Organization and may be obtained as indicated in Marine Notice 1-000-2.

2.0
Compliance Requirements for New and Existing Units
2.1
All new and existing units must be issued IMO Code Certificates or National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Documents of Compliance.

2.2
All Drilling Units built after 1 May 1991 must comply with the 1989 MODU Code and the applicable clarifications and interpretations contained in MI-293.

2.3
All Drilling Units built on or after 31 December 1981 and before 1 May 1991 must comply with the 1979 MODU Code and the applicable clarifications and interpretations contained in MI-293.

2.4
Existing Drilling Units, not in full compliance with the 1979 MODU Code, will be eligible for issuance of the National MODU Document of Compliance.  Acceptance for issuance of the National Document of Compliance will be based upon compliance with the applicable portions of the Marshall Islands National Mobile Offshore Drilling Units Standards published in MI-293 and a satisfactory examination by the Classification surveyors.

3.0
Surveys and Certification Requirements
3.1
Statutory Surveys
3.1.1
An Initial Survey is required before entering service or before a MODU Code Certificate or National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Document of Compliance is issued for the first time.

3.1.2
An Annual Survey must be performed between three (3) months before and three (3) months after the anniversary date of the Initial or Renewal Surveys by the class surveyor. On satisfactory completion of the Annual Surveys, the Certificate is to be endorsed to maintain its validity.

3.1.3
A Renewal Survey, at the time of the Safety Certificate renewal is required at intervals not exceeding five (5) years.  This survey is normally done in conjunction with the Special Survey required by the Classification Society.  The content of the surveys is as specified in the MODU Codes and/or the Marshall Islands National Mobile Offshore Drilling Units Standards, MI-293.

3.2
Certification
3.2.1
The MODU Code Safety Certificate or the National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Document of Compliance will replace all of the SOLAS Safety Certificates that may have been previously issued, except for Safety Radio and, for self-propelled MODUs, the ISM Code Certificates.  However, a unit which embarks upon an international voyage under its own power may be required for the benefit of Port State Authorities concerned to be provided with SOLAS Load Line, and/or IOPP Certificates.  In circumstances such as this, please contact this Administration and/or the Classification Society.

3.2.2
1979 MODU Code Safety Certificates signify compliance with the Code, however reasonable exemptions (Section 1.4) and equivalents (Section 1.5) will be allowed in accordance with publication MI-293.

3.2.3
All National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Documents of Compliance for existing units which are found suitable to conduct international operations, shall be issued in accordance with publication MI-293.

3.3
National Safety Inspections
3.3.1
MODUs are subject to Annual Marshall Islands Safety Inspections (ASIs) to be performed between 30 days before and 30 days after the vessel registration anniversary date.  The inspections are to be carried out by an authorized Marshall Islands Nautical Inspector, unless other arrangements are authorized by the Administration.

3.3.2
As an alternative, these Annual Safety Inspections may be performed by the Classification Society Surveyor in conjunction with the Annual Survey in accordance with the Alternate Safety Inspection Program outlined in Marine Notice 5-034-2.
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Inquiries concerning the subject of this Notice should be directed to the Office of the Maritime Administrator, Republic of the Marshall Islands, c/o Marshall Islands Maritime and Corporate Administrators, Inc., 11495 Commerce Park Drive, Reston, VA 20191-1506 USA.
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