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REPUBLIC OF
Marine Notice

THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
No. 2-011-2
OFFICE OF THE

MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR
Rev. 12/10
TO:
ALL SHIPOWNERS, OPERATORS, MASTERS AND OFFICERS OF MERCHANT SHIPS, AND RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS

SUBJECT:
International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code and Medical Oxygen Cylinder Requirements.

References:
(a)
Marshall Islands Maritime Act, Chapter 4, Part I, Section 404

(b)
IMO Resolution MSC.122(75) of 24 May 2002

(c)
IMO Resolution MSC.123(75) of 24 May 2002

(d)
IMO Resolution MSC.157(78) of 20 May 2004

(e)
IMO Resolution MSC.205(81) of 18 May 2006
(f)
IMO Resolution MSC.262(84) of 16 May 2008

(g)
IMO Resolution MSC 269(85) of 4 December 2008

(h)
IMO Resolution MSC.294(87) of 21 May 2010

PURPOSE:
This Notice provides the International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code (“IMDG Code” or “Code”) requirements for Marshall Islands (MI) flag vessels and the Administrator’s policy on medical oxygen cylinders.  This Notice has been updated to include amendments to the IMDG Code made by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and supersedes Rev. 8/06.

BACKGROUND:

The IMDG Code has been published by the IMO since 1965.  It describes in detail the requirements for packaging, marking, documentation, stowage, and reporting of incidents involving dangerous goods.  The IMDG Code, contained in Resolution MSC.122(75), was made mandatory 1 January 2004 through SOLAS Chapter VII (see Resolution MSC.123(75)) and has undergone a series of amendments since that time.  On 1 January 2010, the provisions of the IMDG Code as contained in the 2008 edition entered into force (see MSC.262(84)).

The IMDG Code may be purchased in hard copy or electronic format from the IMO Publications section.  The Code consists of Volume 1, Volume 2 and a Supplement that must be purchased separately when in hard copy.
APPLICABILITY:
The provisions contained in the IMDG Code are applicable to:

· all ships to which SOLAS 74, as amended, applies and which are carrying dangerous goods (as defined in regulation 1 of Part A of Chapter VII of that Convention).  Dangerous goods is defined in regulation 1, Part A of Chapter VII to mean the substances, materials and articles covered by the IMDG Code.
· all ships, irrespective of type and size, carrying substances, material or articles identified in the IMDG Code as marine pollutants.  Marine pollutants mean substances which are subject to the provisions of Annex III (Regulations for the Prevention of Pollution by Harmful Substances Carried by Sea in Packaged Form) of MARPOL 73/78, as amended.
REQUIREMENTS:
1.0
General
1.1
Dangerous goods and marine pollutants shall be carried and shipped in accordance with the IMDG Code, as amended.  See references (b), (c), (d), (e), and (f) of this Notice, above.
.1
Amendments contained in Resolution MSC.294(87) (reference (h), above) may be applied in whole or in part on a voluntary basis from 1 January 2011.  They are expected to enter into force on 1 January 2012, at which time they shall become mandatory.
1.2
The IMDG Code is legally treated as a mandatory instrument under Chapter VII of SOLAS 74.  However, certain provisions of the Code remain recommendatory and should be treated as such.  These recommendatory provisions are contained in IMDG Code, Chapter 1.1 and are as follows:

· Paragraphs 1.3.1.4 to 1.3.1.7 (Training);

· Chapter 1.4 (Security provision) except 1.4.1.1, which is mandatory;

· Section 2.1.0 of chapter 2.1 (class 1-explosives, introductory notes);

· Section 2.3.3 of chapter 2.3 (Determination of flashpoint);

· Columns (15) and (17) of the Dangerous Goods List in Chapter 3.2;

· Section 5.4.5 of Chapter 5.4 (multimodal Dangerous Goods Form), insofar as the layout of the form is concerned;

· Chapter 7.3 (Special provisions in the event of an incident and fire precautions involving dangerous goods only);

· Section 7.9.3 (Contact information for the main designated national competent authorities); and
· Appendix B.

1.3
Compliance with all relevant requirements of SOLAS, Chapter II-2-Construction-fire protection, fire detection and fire extinction, as amended, is required.  (See also MSC.269(85).)
2.0
Carriage of Publications
2.1
The latest version (electronic or hard copy) of the IMDG Code (Volume 1, Volume 2 and the Supplement) shall be carried on board all MI ships to which the IMDG Code applies.
3.0
Medical Oxygen Cylinders
3.1
Ships that fall under Column A or B of the Medical First Aid Guide for Use in Accidents Involving Dangerous Goods (MFAG) Appendix 14 – List of Equipment
, are required to carry a minimum of 44 liters/200 bar oxygen as follows:

· one (1) 40 litre/200 bar medical oxygen cylinder located in the ship’s hospital, assembled for direct use, equipped with one (1) flowmeter unit (two ports) for supplying oxygen for two (2) persons simultaneously. and

· one (1) complete portable set, ready for use, with a 2 litre/200 bar medical oxygen cylinder and a spare cylinder (also 2 litre/200 bar).

3.2
The single 40 litre/200 bar medical oxygen cylinder may be substituted with either two (2) 20 litre/200 bar cylinders or four (4) 10 litre/200 bar cylinders, provided the equipment / flowmeter units are arranged to supply oxygen to two (2) persons simultaneously.

3.3
The cylinders are to be hydrostatically tested every five (5) years, or at an interval specified by the manufacturer, whichever occurs sooner.

3.4
The contents of the cylinders are to be checked and changed as required according to manufacturer’s requirements, or every (3) years, whichever occurs sooner.
3.5
The entire system is to be inspected annually by a competent person in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.
�








� MFAG refers to the substances, materials and articles covered by the IMDG Code and the materials covered by the International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes Code (IMSBC Code).
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Inquiries concerning the subject of this Notice should be directed to the Office of the Maritime Administrator, Republic of the Marshall Islands, c/o Marshall Islands Maritime and Corporate Administrators, Inc., 11495 Commerce Park Drive, Reston, VA 20191-1506 USA.
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