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REPUBLIC OF
Marine Notice

THE MARSHALL ISLANDS
No. 2-011-10
OFFICE OF THE

MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR
Rev. 8/06

TO:
ALL SHIPOWNERS, OPERATORS, MASTERS AND OFFICERS OF MERCHANT SHIPS, AND RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS

SUBJECT:
Fire Control Plans and Lifesaving Symbols.

References:
(a)
IMO Resolution A.952(23)

(b) IMO Resolution A.654(16)

(c) IMO Resolution A.760(18)
PURPOSE:

This notice addresses a number of requests which have been presented to the Administration for an interpretation on and clarification of its policies involving the establishment of Fire Control Plans and Lifesaving Plans aboard Marshall Islands flag vessels as recommended by the referenced resolutions.  This Notice supersedes Rev. 4/04.

APPLICABILITY:
Resolution A.760(18) is applicable to all Marshall Islands flagged vessels.  Resolution A.654(16) and Resolution A.952(23) are also applicable, but at different times depending on whether the vessel is a newbuild or existing.

REQUIREMENTS:
1.0
Lifesaving Symbols

The policy of the Administration has been that compliance with Resolution A.760(18) is mandatory for all vessels.  The first reference to the lifesaving symbols was in Regulation 9.2.3 in Chapter III of the 1983 Amendments to SOLAS.  When the body of a regulation refers appropriately to an IMO standard, the Administration has taken the viewpoint that compliance with the referenced standard or some equivalent is required.  Classification Societies and port State control officers have checked this requirement vigorously, and the Administration believes that most of its vessels are in compliance.  Those vessels that are not should take appropriate action immediately.

2.0
Fire Control Plans

2.1
New Construction
All new vessels the keels of which are laid on or after 1 January 2004 shall be required to use the new symbols on their Fire Control Plans.  During the plan review process, Classification Societies should verify compliance with Resolution A.952(23).

2.2
Existing Vessels
All vessels the keels of which have been laid before 1 January 2004 shall not be required to revise their Fire Control Plans that have not used the new IMO symbols as long as they use the symbols contained in Resolution A.654(16).  The Administration will expect, however, that the new IMO Resolution A.952(23) symbols will be incorporated if it becomes necessary for any reason to reissue a vessel’s Fire Control Plan.
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Inquiries concerning the subject of this Notice should be directed to the Office of the Maritime Administrator, Republic of the Marshall Islands, c/o Marshall Islands Maritime and Corporate Administrators, Inc., 11495 Commerce Park Drive, Reston, VA 20191-1506 USA.
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