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REPUBLIC OF
Marine Notice
THE MARSHALL ISLANDS


No. 1-007-1

OFFICE OF THE


MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR
Rev. 10/06
TO:
ALL SHIPOWNERS, OPERATORS, MASTERS AND OFFICERS OF MERCHANT SHIPS, AND RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS

SUBJECT:
Protection of the Great Barrier Reef Region and the Torres Strait - Compulsory Pilotage Regimes.

References:
(a)
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Amendment Act 1991

(b)
IMO Resolutions MEPC.44 (30) adopted 16 November 1990 and MEPC.133 (53), adopted 22 July 2005

(c)
Australian Commonwealth Navigation Act of 1912, as amended April 2006; Marine Notices 8/2006 and 16/2006

(d)
IMO Ships’ Routing
PURPOSE:
This Marine Notice advises those involved with the operation and navigation of Marshall Islands vessels of the action taken by the International Maritime Organization and the Commonwealth of Australia toward minimizing the risk of vessel source pollution in the Great Barrier Reef Region and the Torres Strait through the implementation of compulsory pilotage schemes.  This Notice supersedes Rev. 8/06.

BACKGROUND:

The Great Barrier Reef Region of Australia extends some 2,300 km along the northeast coast of Australia from the northern tip of Queensland to just north of Bundaberg.  The Reef contains a scattered maze of submerged shoals and reefs that are home to a rich and diverse marine ecosystem.  The presence of numerous shoals and reefs and strong trade winds and occasional cyclones that is indicative of the region present significant obstacles to the safe navigation of vessels.  In 1990, the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee recognized the Great Barrier Reef as a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA) and endorsed a scheme of compulsory pilotage in certain areas of the reef to reduce the risk of marine accidents and oil spills in the region.  In 1991, the Australian Parliament passed the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Amendment Act, mandating compulsory pilotage for ships of 70 meters in length and over, as well as all oil tankers, chemical tankers, and liquefied gas carriers, irrespective of size navigating in certain areas of the reef.

On 22 July 2005, the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee approved the extension of the Great Barrier Reef PSSA to include the Torres Strait and adopted Australia’s proposal to extend the system of pilotage within the Great Barrier Reef to the Torres Strait.  In April 2006, the Australian Parliament amended the Commonwealth’s Navigation Act of 1912 to require certain vessels to carry pilots when navigating within the Torres Strait and the Great North East Channel.  The new pilotage requirement became effective on 6 October 2006.  The Torres Strait lies between Cape York and Papua New Guinea and adjoins the northern boundary of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.  It shares many environmental and ecological features with the Great Barrier Reef, and it is a major shipping route linking the Coral Sea and the Arafura Sea in the west.

APPLICABILITY:
This notice applies to all ships of 70 meters in length and over, and oil tankers, chemical tankers, and liquefied gas carriers, irrespective of size, operating within certain areas of the Great Barrier Reef and the Torres Strait.

REQUIREMENTS:
1.0
Compulsory Pilotage
1.1
Great Barrier Reef Pilotage Area

.1
The Great Barrier Reef between the northern extreme of Cape York Peninsula (10o41´ South) and the vicinity of Cairns Roads (16o40´ South); and in Hydrographer’s Passage.

.2
All ships of 70 meters in length and over, as well as all oil tankers, chemical tankers, and liquefied gas carriers, irrespective of size must have a pilot onboard.

1.2
Torres Strait Pilotage Area

.1
The Torres Strait Pilotage Area is bound on the south by the line of latitude 10 o 41´ South, and on the north by Australia’s EEZ, and divided into the following two parts:

.2
Torres Strait Pilotage Area A is bound by the longitudes 141 o 50´ East and 142 o 05´ East.

.3
Torres Strait Pilotage Area B is bound by the longitudes 142 o 05´ East and 143 o 24´ East.

.4
All vessels of 70 meters or more in overall length, and all tankers, chemical tankers and liquefied gas carriers, except defense force vessels, when transiting through Torres Strait Pilotage Area A with a draught of 8 meters or more must have a pilot onboard.

.5
All vessels (irrespective of draft) of 70 meters or more in overall length, and all tankers, chemical tankers and liquefied gas carriers, except defense force vessels, when transiting through Torres Strait Pilotage Area B must have a pilot on board.

.6
Further details regarding Torres Strait pilotage requirements can be found in Australian Maritime Safety Authority Marine Notice 8/2006 at the following web links:

http://www.amsa.gov.au/Shipping_Safety/Marine_Notices/2006/Documents/0806.pdf
http://www.amsa.gov.au/Shipping_Safety/Marine_Notices/2006/Documents/16_06.pdf
.7
Compliance shall be maintained until such time as the legal issues on “free passage” under the UNCLOS Articles 42.2 and 44 are resolved.

2.0
Areas to Avoid
2.1
Furthermore, being aware of the close relationship between the safety of navigation and the prevention of pollution from ships, and recalling the recent Amendment to the General Provisions on Ships’ Routing, which states that Ships’ Routing may be used to reduce the risk of pollution caused by ships colliding or grounding in or near environmentally sensitive areas; navigators are reminded that the Capricornia Section of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is designated in IMO Ships’ Routing as an “AREA TO BE AVOIDED” (Part D, page 11).

3.0
Administration Requirements
3.1
In light of this, the Marshall Islands Maritime Administrator requires the following from the vessels in its registry:

.1
Absolute compliance with the Australian Pilotage Requirements;

.2
Regular use of properly licensed pilots in those areas where it is specified that pilotage is necessary; and

.3
The use of sound judgment and caution when navigating in or near these particularly sensitive sea areas.

4.0
Recommended Publication
4.1
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority publication entitled “Reef Guide - A Shipmaster’s Handbook to the Torres Strait and the Great Barrier Reef provides invaluable assistance for mariners navigating through these areas.  Mariners, ship owners and operators are encouraged to obtain copies from the following offices:

	Maritime Division

Queensland Transport

GPO Box 2595

Brisbane 4001

Australia

Phone:  +61 7 3224 2832

Fax:  +61 7 3221 7179
	Navigational Services

Australian Maritime Safety Authority

P.O. Box 1108

Belconnen ACT 2616

Australia

Phone:  +61 6 279 5678

Fax:  +61 6 279 5002
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Inquiries concerning the subject of this Notice should be directed to the Office of the Maritime Administrator, Republic of the Marshall Islands, c/o Marshall Islands Maritime and Corporate Administrators, Inc., 11495 Commerce Park Drive, Reston, VA 20191-1506 USA.
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