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PART I

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:

This publication contains the Standards of the Republic of the Marshall Islands for the construction, arrangement, equipment, and operation of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (MODUs).  MODUs are grouped into categories by date of construction as follows:

· A MODU constructed on or after 1 May 1991 must meet the requirements of the 1989 Code For the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (1989 MODU Code) and be issued an international Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate (1989).  Part III of this publication contains the Interpretations to the 1989 MODU Code by the Administration.

· A MODU constructed on or after 31 December 1981 and prior to 1 May 1991 must meet the requirements of the 1979 Code For the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (1979 Code) and be issued an international Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate (1979).  Part IV of this publication contains the Interpretations to the 1979 MODU Code by the Administration.

· A MODU constructed before 31 December 1981 is considered an existing unit.  It must meet National Requirements and be issued a National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Document of Compliance. The National Requirements for issuance of a Document of Compliance are specified in Part V of this publication.

This does not preclude the issuance of a 1979 or 1989 international Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate to a unit constructed prior to any of the effective dates noted above; provided, the unit in question is in full compliance with the provisions of the applicable MODU Code.  Conversely, in special circumstances, the Administration may consider the issuance of a National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Document of Compliance to a MODU which was constructed on or after 31 December 1981 and does not fully comply with the provisions of either the 1979 or 1989 MODU Codes.  The later may be applied when construction, arrangement, or equipment deviations from Code requirements exceed the scope for consideration as Exemptions or Equivalents and it is demonstrated that they do not adversely affect the safety and/or integrity of the unit.

Foreign flag MODUs operating on the Outer Continental Shelf of the United States must be issued a Letter of Compliance (LOC) by the U.S. Coast Guard.  The current procedures for obtaining a LOC are contained in Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular No. 3-88, Change 1 (NVIC 3-88, Ch 1), which is published by the U.S. Coast Guard.  The Republic of the Marshall Islands has received a “statement of equivalency” from the U.S. Coast Guard in accordance with Paragraph 3.C of Enclosure (1) to NVIC 3-88, Ch 1.  Part VI of this publication contains the requirements applicable to MODUs registered in the Republic of the Marshall Islands for issuance of a LOC.

PART II

DEFINITIONS:

(a)
1979 MODU Code - Annex to IMO Resolution A.414(XI) as amended by MSC/Circ.561 dated 3 July 1991.
(b)
1989 MODU Code - Annex to IMO Resolution A.649(16) as amended and published in the MODU Code Consolidated Edition 2001 (IMO Publication IMO-811E).
(c)
Existing Unit - Any Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit built prior to 31 December 1981 which, on the basis of conformity with National requirements, is issued a National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Document of Compliance.

(d)
International Voyage - A voyage outside the territorial waters of the Republic of the Marshall Islands.

(e)
Non-Self-Propelled Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit - A MODU without propulsion or a MODU with machinery that is utilized only for positioning, short field moves, or to provide assistance while being towed to or from a site. A unit that is constructed and classed as a Self-Propelled Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit will be considered as a Non-Self-Propelled Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit for purposes of these Standards if the propulsion machinery is only used for the purposes noted above and the operator of the unit makes a written request to the Administration for non-self-propelled status.

(f)
Self-Propelled Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit - A MODU with machinery that is used to propel the unit, unassisted at sea, on an international voyage.

(g)
Short Field Move - The on location repositioning of a unit, up to 20 miles in distance or 8 hours in duration, under the cognizance of an STCW Convention licensed Master or Mate.

PART III

Requirements for Issuance of an International 1989 MODU Code Certificate:

MODUs meeting the requirements of the 1989 MODU Code, as modified by the Interpretations of the Administration noted below, will be issued an international 1989 Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate (1989 Code Certificate).  Units constructed on or after 1 May 1991 are required to meet these standards in order to be issued an international certificate.  MODUs which are constructed prior to 1 May 1991 and are found to be in full compliance, will be issued a 1989 Code Certificate upon request of the unit owner.
1989 MODU Code Interpretations:

A.
GENERAL
Section 1.6.1.2 - The interval for periodical surveys is five years.

Section 1.6.5.1 - The Administration requires that all MODUs retain good class standing with a classification society which is recognized by the Administration in accordance with the procedures established in International Maritime Organization (IMO) Resolution A.739(18).  These Recognized Organizations are authorized to perform the required statutory inspections and to issue the relevant statutory certificates (Load Line, MARPOL, MODU, and/or SOLAS) on behalf of the Administration.
B.
CONSTRUCTION, STRENGTH, MATERIALS, SUBDIVISION, STABILITY, AND LOAD LINE
Chapters 2 and 3 - In general, the materials, construction, strength, stability, and subdivision of a MODU must meet the classification society standards applicable to the specific type (surface, self-elevating, or column stabilized).  These requirements should be equivalent to, or exceed, those specified in the International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) Requirements Concerning Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (Requirements D3 through D7).
Section 3.5.10.2 - Depending upon vessel arrangement and operations, the Administration may consider a reduction in the vertical extent of damage if an acceptable level of safety can be demonstrated.

C.
MACHINERY INSTALLATIONS
Section 4.1.2 - Recognized offshore drilling industry standards or codes which result in at least an equivalent level of safety may be accepted by the Administration.  Equipment which is constructed, surveyed, and tested in accordance with the requirements of a classification society recognized by the Administration is considered acceptable.

Section 4.1.3 - Machinery which is essential to the operation of the vessel, other than industrial drilling related equipment, must meet the applicable Classification Society standards.  These requirements should be equivalent to, or exceed, those specified in the IACS Requirements Concerning Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (Requirement D9).
D.
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS
Section 5.3.10 - The Administration may permit departures from paragraphs 5.3.10.2 and 5.3.10.3 on a case-by-case basis.

Section 5.6 - Fixed internal communication systems will be required in all spaces that are normally manned during an emergency.

E.
EQUIPMENT IN HAZARDOUS AREAS
Section 6.6.4 - Non-armored cables may be permitted in Zone 1 applications provided the level of safety is equivalent to that for an armored cable installation.

F.
EQUIPMENT ON SELF-PROPELLED UNITS
Section 7.8 - A suitable internal communication system between the engine control room or maneuvering platform and the engineers’ accommodation may be substituted for the alarm. 

G.
PERIODICALLY UNATTENDED MACHINERY
Section 8.7.1 - Only functions related to the safety of personnel and/or the operation of propulsion or other vital machinery systems are required to be alarmed.

Section 8.9 - The Administration recognizes the possible dangers and complications that may result from a rapid and uncontrolled automatic shutdown of equipment.  Devices and arrangements which minimize the risk of serious damage, breakdown, or explosion in the event of a serious malfunction of the machinery or boilers are a preferred alternative.

H.
FIRE SAFETY
Chapter 9 - In general, firefighting equipment and construction materials (fire boundaries, portable fire extinguishers, detection and alarm systems, firemen’s outfits, etc.) should meet or exceed the applicable requirements contained in Chapter II-2 of SOLAS.
Section 9.3.5 - To the extent reasonable and practicable, due consideration will be given to the arrangement and location of the superstructure and/or deckhouse to protect personnel, escape routes, and survival craft from the radiant heat of a drill floor fire.

Sections 9.5.1 and 9.5.2 - Semi-portable firefighting systems and/or additional portable extinguishers may be accepted by the Administration, on a case-by-case basis, as an alternative to a fixed firefighting system in continuously manned spaces.

Section 9.5.1.1.2 - Existing fixed Halon firefighting systems may be retained as long as they remain in serviceable condition.  The Marshall Islands is signatory to the 1985 Vienna Convention and the 1987 Montreal Protocol which provide for the recycling of Halon and the establishment of Halon Banks.  This should allow for replenishment of a system which was discharged to extinguish a fire and for recycling of Halon in the event that a system is decommissioned.  Attention is directed to Marshall Islands Marine Notice No. 2-011-11, Use of Halogenated Hydrocarbons (Halons) and Other Ozone Depleting Substances.

Section 9.8.1 - Special consideration may be given to the use of a portable gas detection and alarm system in lieu of a fixed system where equivalent effectiveness can be demonstrated for the compartment in question.

Section 9.9.3 - Firemen's outfits should be stowed on the open deck in suitable enclosures that are readily accessible (not locked) and clearly labeled.

Section 9.11.2.2 - A helideck foam fire extinguishing system will only be required on units equipped with helicopter fueling facilities.

I.
LIFESAVING APPLIANCES
Section 10.16.2 - This section applies only to units fitted with a public address system.

J.
RADIO INSTALLATIONS
Chapter 11 - Each unit must have a Radio Station License issued by the Administration.

Section 11.5 - As an alternative to the requirements in this section, units operating in coastal waters will be permitted to comply with the GMDSS requirements of the coastal State.  Units that operate exclusively in areas where GMDSS is not available do not have to be fitted with a GMDSS installation unless it is required by the coastal State.

K.
LIFTING DEVICES
Section 12.1.6 - The Administration will accept certification intervals of five years accompanied by annual testing of the cranes.
Section 12.1.8 - The safety device will not be required if the crane operating manual contains restrictions which preclude lifting objects of unknown weight. If the safety device is installed, the operating manual must contain adequate procedures for periodic testing of the device by the crane operator.

Section 12.1.10.1 - Only operational and maintenance data needs to be contained in the crane operating manual aboard a unit.

L.
OPERATING REQUIREMENTS
Section 14.6 - Diving Systems, if fitted, are to comply with the current revision of the IMO Code of Safety for Diving Systems.

M.
ISM CODE
SOLAS Chapter IX - Self-Propelled MODUs of 500 gross tons and larger are subject to the ISM Code in accordance with Regulation 2.1.3 in Chapter IX of SOLAS.

N.
SAFETY OF NAVIGATION GENERAL EXEMPTION
SOLAS Chapter V - The General Exemption referred to in SOLAS Chapter V, Regulation 3.1 applies to Non-Self-Propelled MODUs.  When these units are engaged in short field moves, the Master or Mate cognizant over the move shall ensure that appropriate bridge management and operational procedures are followed.

PART IV

Requirements for Issuance of an International 1979 MODU Code Certificate:

MODUs meeting the requirements of the 1979 MODU Code, as modified by the Interpretations of the Administration noted below, will be issued an international 1979 Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate (1979 Code Certificate). Units constructed on or after 31 December 1981 and prior to 1 May 1991 are required to meet these standards in order to be issued an international certificate.  MODUs which are constructed prior to 31 December 1981 and are found to be in full compliance, will be issued a 1979 Code Certificate upon request of the unit owner.

1979 MODU Code Interpretations:

A.
GENERAL
Section 1.6.1.2 - The interval for periodical surveys is five years.

Section 1.6.1.3 - In lieu of the specified intermediate survey, the Administration has adopted the combined annual and intermediate survey scheme and the underwater survey schedule specified in Sections 1.6.1.3, 1.6.1.4, and 1.6.1.5 of the 1989 MODU Code.  The Administration will accept an underwater inspection in lieu of drydocking when conditions provide an equivalent examination.
Section 1.6.2 - The Administration requires that all MODUs retain good class standing with a classification society which is recognized by the Administration in accordance with the procedures established in International Maritime Organization (IMO) Resolution A.739(18).  These Recognized Organizations are authorized to perform the required statutory inspections and to issue the relevant statutory certificates (Load Line, MARPOL, MODU, and/or SOLAS) on behalf of the Administration.
B.
CONSTRUCTION, STRENGTH, MATERIALS, SUBDIVISION, STABILITY, AND LOAD LINE
Chapters 2 and 3 - In general, the materials, construction, strength, stability, and subdivision of a MODU must meet the classification society standards applicable to the specific type (surface, self-elevating, or column stabilized).  These requirements should be equivalent to, or exceed, those specified in the International Association of Classification Societies (IACS) Requirements Concerning Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (Requirements D3 through D7).
Section 3.5.3.2 - Depending upon vessel arrangement and operations, the Administration may consider a reduction in the vertical extent of damage if an acceptable level of safety can be demonstrated.

C.
MACHINERY INSTALLATIONS
Section 4.1.2 - Recognized offshore drilling industry standards or codes which result in at least an equivalent level of safety may be accepted by the Administration.  Equipment which is constructed, surveyed, and tested in accordance with the requirements of a classification society recognized by the Administration is considered acceptable.

Section 4.1.3 - Machinery which is essential to the operation of the vessel, other than industrial drilling related equipment, must meet the applicable classification society standards.  These requirements should be equivalent to, or exceed, those specified in the IACS Requirements Concerning Mobile Offshore Drilling Units (Requirement D9).
D.
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS
Section 5.3.4 - The Administration may permit departures from paragraphs 5.3.4.2 and 5.3.4.3 on a case-by-case basis.

Section 5.6 - Fixed internal communication systems will be required in all spaces that are normally manned during an emergency.

E.
EQUIPMENT IN HAZARDOUS AREAS
Section 6.6.4 - Non-armored cables may be permitted in Zone 1 applications provided the level of safety is equivalent to that for an armored cable installation.

F.
EQUIPMENT ON SELF-PROPELLED UNITS
Section 7.8 - A suitable internal communication system between the engine control room or maneuvering platform and the engineers’ accommodation may be substituted for the alarm.

G.
PERIODICALLY UNATTENDED MACHINERY
Section 8.6.1 - Only functions related to the safety of personnel and/or the operation of propulsion or other vital machinery systems are required to be alarmed.

Section 8.8 - The Administration recognizes the possible dangers and complications that may result from a rapid and uncontrolled automatic shutdown of equipment.  Devices and arrangements which minimize the risk of serious damage, breakdown, or explosion in the event of a serious malfunction of the machinery or boilers are a preferred alternative.

H.
FIRE SAFETY
Chapter 9 - In general, firefighting equipment and construction materials (fire boundaries, portable fire extinguishers, detection and alarm systems, firemen’s outfits, etc.) should meet or exceed the applicable requirements contained in Chapter II-2 of SOLAS.
Section 9.2.13 - The Administration considers this requirement applicable to windows and sidescuttles in boundaries which face the drill floor and are required to be of “A-60” construction.  Other means of construction to maintain the required “A-60” integrity may be accepted as an alternative to steel covers or water-curtain protection.

Section 9.3.5 - To the extent reasonable and practicable, due consideration will be given to the arrangement and location of the superstructure and/or deckhouse to protect personnel, escape routes, and survival craft from the radiant heat of a drill floor fire.

Sections 9.5.1 and 9.5.2 - Semi-portable firefighting systems and/or additional portable extinguishers may be accepted by the Administration, on a case-by-case basis, as an alternative to a fixed firefighting system in continuously manned spaces.

Section 9.5.1.1.3 - Existing fixed Halon firefighting systems may be retained as long as they remain in serviceable condition.  The Marshall Islands is signatory to the 1985 Vienna Convention and the 1987 Montreal Protocol which provide for the recycling of Halon and the establishment of Halon Banks.  This should allow for replenishment of a system which was discharged to extinguish a fire and for recycling of Halon in the event that a system is decommissioned.  Attention is directed to Marshall Islands Marine Notice No. 2-011-11, Use of Halogenated Hydrocarbons (Halons) and Other Ozone Depleting Substances.

Section 9.7.1 - The fire detection and alarm system installed in the accommodation and service spaces must meet SOLAS requirements.  As such, it may be operated by heat, smoke, flame, other products of combustion, or any combination of these factors.

Section 9.8.1 - Special consideration may be given to the use of a portable gas detection and alarm system in lieu of a fixed system where equivalent effectiveness can be demonstrated for the compartment in question.

Section 9.9.3 - Firemen's outfits should be stowed on the open deck in suitable enclosures that are readily accessible (not locked) and clearly labeled.

Section 9.11.2.2 - A helideck foam fire extinguishing system will only be required on units equipped with helicopter fueling facilities.

I.
LIFESAVING APPLIANCES
Chapter 10 - In general, lifesaving appliances and equipment (survival craft, rescue boats, personal lifesaving appliances, lifebuoys, distress signals, etc.) should meet or exceed the applicable requirements contained in Chapter III of SOLAS and the International Life-Saving Appliance (LSA) Code. The 1979 MODU Code does not address immersion suits. Immersion suits should be provided in accordance with the requirements of the coastal State in which the unit is operating. In the absence of coastal State requirements regarding immersion suits, or at the option of the unit owner, they are to be carried in accordance with Section 10.11 of the 1989 MODU Code.  For purposes of this requirement, the Administration considers warm climates to be the region between 32 degrees North and 32 degrees South latitudes.
Section 10.6.4.2 - This section applies only to units fitted with a public address system.

J.
RADIO INSTALLATIONS
Chapter 11 - Each unit must have a Radio Station License issued by the Administration.

Section 11.5 - As an alternative to the requirements in this section, units operating in coastal waters will be permitted to comply with the GMDSS requirements of the coastal State.  Units that operate exclusively in areas where GMDSS is not available do not have to be fitted with a GMDSS installation unless it is required by the coastal State.

K.
LIFTING DEVICES
Section 12.1.5 - The Administration will accept certification intervals of five years accompanied by annual testing of the cranes.
Section 12.1.7 - The safety device will not be required if the crane operating manual contains restrictions which preclude lifting objects of unknown weight. If the safety device is installed, the operating manual must contain adequate procedures for periodic testing of the device by the crane operator.

Section 12.1.9.1 - Only operational and maintenance data needs to be contained in the crane operating manual aboard a unit.

L.
OPERATING REQUIREMENTS
Section 14.6 - Diving Systems, if fitted, are to comply with the current revision of the IMO Code of Safety for Diving Systems.

M.
ISM CODE
SOLAS Chapter IX - Self-Propelled MODUs of 500 gross tons and larger are subject to the ISM Code in accordance with Regulation 2.1.3 in Chapter IX of SOLAS.

N.
SAFETY OF NAVIGATION GENERAL EXEMPTION
SOLAS Chapter V - The General Exemption referred to in SOLAS Chapter V, Regulation 3.1 applies to Non-Self-Propelled MODUs.  When these units are engaged in short field moves, the Master or Mate cognizant over the move shall ensure that appropriate bridge management and operational procedures are followed.

PART V
Requirements for Issuance of a National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Document of Compliance:

A.
GENERAL
1.
A MODU that was constructed before 31 December 1981 is classified as an existing unit.  Existing units which do not meet the requirements of the 1979 or 1989 MODU Codes must comply with the National requirements specified herein and will be issued a National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Document of Compliance.  These existing units preceded the development and/or adoption of the 1979 MODU Code and it is not intended that adoption of the Code result in their removal from service.  In fact, International Maritime Organization (IMO) Resolution A.414(XI) states that:

“The Code is not intended to prohibit the use of an existing unit simply because its design, construction and equipment do not conform to the requirements of this Code.  Many existing mobile offshore drilling units have operated successfully and safely for extended periods of time and their operating history should be considered in evaluating their suitability to continue international operations.”

2.
As with all MODUs, an existing unit must maintain appropriate class status with a classification society recognized by the Administration in accordance with the procedures contained in IMO Resolution A.739(18).  Upon initial application for registration, the classification society will survey the unit and review plans and calculations to determine the degree of compliance with the 1979 MODU Code and interpretations of the Administration.  If found to be in full compliance, an international 1979 Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate may be issued upon request of the unit owner.  The relevant statutory certificates and/or the document of compliance will be issued by the classification society on behalf of the Administration upon satisfactory completion of the necessary technical reviews and surveys.

3.
If the unit does not fully comply with the 1979 MODU Code, as modified by the interpretations of the Administration, a listing of non-compliant items will be compiled by the classification society for review by the Administration.  In general, a long-term history of safe and successful operation in the same or similar environment will form the basis for the acceptance of construction, equipment, and arrangements which may not fully meet Code requirements.  The Administration will freely consider the existing construction, equipment, and arrangements on the basis of alternatives and equivalences provided that they do not hazard the unit, environment, and/or personnel aboard.  Existing equipment may normally be retained as long as it remains serviceable and significant upgrading to Code requirements will not be required unless there is an alteration of a major nature to the unit.  Minor repairs may be made to the original construction standard.  It is recommended that equipment be upgraded when being replaced as long as the structure and arrangement of the unit will accommodate the new equipment.

4.
In essence the initial survey of the unit and any technical reviews performed by the classification society are to ensure that there are no structural defects or excessive deterioration of the hull, that equipment is available and suitable for its intended purpose, and that there are no fire/explosion hazards or other unsafe conditions which would require rectification.

B.
SURVEYS
1.
MODU Surveys, including underwater examinations, are to be performed in accordance with Sections 1.6.1.3, 1.6.1.4, and 1.6.1.5 of the 1989 MODU Code.  The Administration will accept an underwater inspection in lieu of drydocking when conditions provide an equivalent examination.

C.
SUBDIVISION, STABILITY AND LOAD LINE
1.
Modifications to provide a one compartment standard of subdivision are not required.  The existing level of subdivision will be accepted provided all watertight and weathertight boundaries, including closing devices, are maintained in serviceable condition and any operational limitations are satisfied at all times.

2.
For unrestricted service, a unit should meet the 70 knot offshore and 100 knot severe storm wind heel criteria specified in the 1979 MODU Code.  Special consideration may be given to units designed to a lesser wind velocity; provided, the previous service was in an equal or more severe environment and/or if appropriate operational limitations are applied.  Units operating in sheltered locations should meet the 50 knot wind velocity criteria of the 1979 MODU Code.

3.
All units required to meet the 1966 International Convention on Load Lines must have a valid Load Line Certificate on board.

D.
MACHINERY INSTALLATIONS
1.
Machinery, including installed personnel protection and safety devices, must be maintained and operated in a safe manner at all times.  Engine exhausts piping and other high temperature components or equipment may become potential ignition sources and they should be suitably insulated, isolated, or otherwise protected from contact by flammable liquids or vapors.  Essential machinery should be fitted with automatic devices which provide a controlled shutdown or slowdown of the machinery while minimizing the risk of serious damage, breakdown, fire, or explosion.  On self-propelled units, the propulsion, steering, and navigation equipment should meet SOLAS requirements.

2.
Essential propulsion and auxiliary equipment, including oil fired boilers and heating units, must be periodically examined and tested as required by the classification society for maintenance of class standing and for validity of the National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Document of Compliance.  Industrial equipment is to be examined and tested in accordance with recognized offshore drilling unit standards or, alternatively, as required by the Classification Society.

3.
Machinery and industrial equipment installed in hazardous locations must be suitable for safe operation under anticipated environmental conditions.  Any installed electronic control or monitoring devices should be explosion proof or intrinsically safe, as applicable.

E.
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS
1.
Electrical equipment, including motors, generators, cable, junction boxes, wire connections, lights, appliances, switches, switchboards, and other components are to be constructed to minimize electrical shock, fire, and explosion hazards.  Electrical equipment installed in Zone 1 and Zone 2 locations should be of suitable construction in accordance with Section 6.6.3 of the 1979 MODU Code.  Existing equipment in Zone 1 or Zone 2 locations, which does not meet MODU Code requirements, may be accepted if it can be shown that it does not produce personnel, fire, explosion, or other safety hazards.

2.
The ability of the ventilation systems in battery rooms, paint and flammable liquid lockers, gas cylinder storage spaces, and other similar compartments to prevent concentrations of flammable or toxic vapors should be verified.  Only essential electrical equipment of appropriate construction should be installed in these spaces.

3.
The emergency electrical power source should be capable of operating for at least 12 hours and must supply the following equipment:

· Emergency lighting as specified in Section 5.3.2.1 of the 1979 MODU Code

· Internal communications necessary during an emergency in accordance with Section 5.3.2.3.1 of the 1979 MODU Code (if suitable portable equipment is not readily available)

· Fire detection and alarm system in accordance with Section 5.3.2.3.2 of the 1979 MODU Code

· Fire pump in accordance with Section 5.3.2.4 of the 1979 MODU Code

F.
FIRE SAFETY EQUIPMENT AND ARRANGEMENTS
1.
Full compliance with the structural fire protection requirements in Sections 9.1 and 9.2 of the 1979 MODU Code is not required.  Interior stairways penetrating a single deck must be enclosed on at least one of the two levels served.  Stacked stairways penetrating multiple decks may be accepted; provided, their enclosures maintain the integrity of each deck penetrated.

2.
Accommodation or service spaces constructed of wood or other combustible material must be fitted with a fire detection and alarm system having sensors in each compartment.  The system may be activated by heat, smoke, flame, other products of combustion, or a combination of these factors.  Newly installed systems should meet SOLAS requirements.  Existing systems should be suitable for marine applications and meet the requirements of a recognized fire standard or underwriting agency.

3.
The bulkheads and decks separating paint lockers and other high hazard storage spaces from accommodations and/or control stations should be at least “A-0” steel fire boundaries or lined with steel if they are of wood or other combustible material construction.

4.
Public spaces, staterooms and other sleeping quarters, and normally manned compartments are to be fitted with at least two means of escape which must remain unobstructed at all times.

5.
Each unit must be fitted with at least two independently driven fire pumps.  Although not required, they should preferably be located in separate compartments.  Any suitable capacity pump with a sea suction may be designated as a fire pump as long as it can not be connected to a system conveying oil or other flammable liquid.

6.
The arrangement and capacity of the fire main system should permit any accessible location aboard the unit to be serviced by two streams of water emanating from separate fire hoses which are not connected to the same hydrant.  At least one of the two hoses specified above must be a single length fire hose.  A fire hose, nozzle, and associated equipment are to be installed at each hydrant.

7.
Portable fire extinguishing equipment, fixed firefighting systems and their components, fireman’s outfits, and other firefighting equipment should, to the extent reasonable and practicable, meet or exceed the requirements of the 1979 MODU Code.  Alternative equipment and arrangements may be considered if they provide an equivalent level of protection.  All firefighting equipment and appliances are to remain in serviceable condition and ready for immediate use at all times.

8.
“NO SMOKING” and/or “NO OPEN FLAME” signs and other applicable warnings are to be displayed in working and living spaces, as appropriate.

9.
Existing firefighting equipment on helicopter decks may be retained as long as it is in serviceable condition and is considered effective.  A helideck fixed firefighting system is only required when helicopter refueling capability is provided.

G.
LIFESAVING APPLIANCES
1.
Davit launched survival craft, having an aggregate capacity to accommodate at least all persons permitted on board, must be provided.  These survival craft should preferably be rigid, totally enclosed, motor propelled, and fire protected lifeboats.  The Administration may give special consideration to other types of davit launched survival craft on the basis of the nature and arrangement of installed lifesaving equipment and the area of operation.

2.
In addition to the davit launched survival craft, each unit shall be fitted with inflatable life rafts of an aggregate capacity to accommodate at least all persons permitted on board.  Each life raft must be equipped with a float free securing device which will automatically release the life raft when submerged.

3.
Survival craft equipment, to the extent reasonable and practicable, is to be in accordance with SOLAS requirements.  Immersion suits should be provided in accordance with the requirements of the coastal State in which the unit is operating. In the absence of coastal State requirements regarding immersion suits, or at the option of the unit owner, they are to be carried in accordance with Section 10.11 of the 1989 MODU Code.  For purposes of this requirement, the Administration considers warm climates to be the region between 32 degrees North and 32 degrees South latitudes.

4.
A rescue boat must be provided in accordance with Section 10.2 of the 1979 MODU Code.

5.
Lifejackets shall be provided for 105 percent of the total number of persons permitted on board.

6.
At least eight lifebuoys are to be provided on each unit and stowed in accessible locations near debarkation points.  Two of these lifebuoys are to have self-igniting lights.  Another two are to be fitted with lifelines of a length at least equal to 1.5 times the distance from the working deck to the waterline.

7.
The requirements for emergency procedures described in Sections 10.6.1 through 10.6.3 of the 1979 MODU Code must be met.  All drills and exercises must be recorded in the official logbook aboard the unit.

H.
RADIO INSTALLATIONS
1.
Each unit must have a Radio Station License issued by the Administration.

2.
Self-Propelled units while underway, and units under tow, must meet the GMDSS requirements of SOLAS. When being towed, the GMDSS installation aboard the towing vessel, or other accompanying craft, may be used to satisfy this requirement.

3.
While on location, the radio equipment installation must meet or exceed the requirements of the coastal State in which the unit is operating. In the absence of coastal State regulations, radio equipment requirements will be established by the Administration on the basis of operating area and other relevant parameters.

I.
LIFTING DEVICES
1.
National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Document of Compliance initial and renewal surveys include the examination and testing of the lifting gear.  In addition, a classification society surveyor must examine and witness the load testing of any lifting devices that has been repaired or altered.

2.
A boom radius versus hook load chart, or similar operating aid, must be available for use by the lifting device operator.

J.
OPERATING REQUIREMENTS
An Operating Manual complying with Section 14.1 of the 1979 MODU Code should be aboard the unit.  The Operating Manual must be approved by the classification society on behalf of the Administration.

K.
DIVING SYSTEMS
Diving Systems, if fitted, are to comply with the current revision of the IMO Code of Safety for Diving Systems.

L.
ISM CODE
SOLAS Chapter IX - Self-Propelled MODUs of 500 gross tons and larger are subject to the ISM Code in accordance with Regulation 2.1.3 in Chapter IX of SOLAS.

M.
SAFETY OF NAVIGATION GENERAL EXEMPTION
SOLAS Chapter V - The General Exemption referred to in SOLAS Chapter V, Regulation 3.1 applies to Non-Self-Propelled MODUs.  When these units are engaged in short field moves, the Master or Mate cognizant over the move shall ensure that appropriate bridge management and operational procedures are followed.

PART VI

Requirements for the U.S. Coast Guard Letter of Compliance (LOC):

In a letter dated 9 August 2002, the U.S. Coast Guard acknowledged that the Marshall Islands Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Standards (MI-293) provides a level of safety that is generally equivalent to the applicable international and U.S. requirements to operate on the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf.  A Marshall Islands MODU constructed on or after 31 December 1981, and issued a MODU Safety Certificate, is considered to meet U.S. Coast Guard requirements contained in 33 CFR 143.207(c) and 33 CFR 146.205(c).  A Marshall Islands MODU constructed prior to 31 December 1981, and issued a MODU Document of Compliance, is considered to meet U.S. Coast Guard requirements contained in 33 CFR 143.207(b) and 33 CFR 146.205(b).  When these MODUs also satisfy the requirements of Sub-Parts A and B below, they are eligible for a U.S. Coast Guard LOC to operate on the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf.

A.
GENERAL
1.
The current procedures for obtaining a LOC are contained in U.S. Coast Guard Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular (NVIC) No. 3-88, Change 1. MODU owners who intend to operate foreign flag units on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) of the United States should become familiar with this publication.  It should be stressed that a LOC must be obtained prior to placing the MODU in service.  Note that the LOC applies to units operating on the OCS and that additional requirements must be met for units operating in the U.S. contiguous zone or territorial sea. 

2.
Marshall Islands flag MODUs which hold a valid international 1979 or 1989 MODU Code Certificate will be issued a LOC in accordance with the “Option C” procedures described in NVIC 3-88, Change 1.  MODUs having a Marshall Islands Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Document of Compliance may be issued a LOC in accordance with the “Option B” procedures described in NVIC 3-88, Change 1.

3.
All Marshall Islands flag MODUs must comply with the operating requirements contained in Chapter 14 of either the 1979 or 1989 MODU Code and have the appropriate operating manuals approved by the classification society on behalf of the Administration. This will satisfy the U.S. Coast Guard operational requirements as specified in Regulation 146.205 in Title 33 of the Code of Federal Regulations (33 CFR 146.205).

4.
The Marshall Islands is signatory to the 1966 International Convention on Load Lines and MARPOL 73/78.  Valid Load Line and IOPP Certificates, on units required to meet these convention requirements, will also satisfy U.S. regulations.

5.
MODU Code Certificates certify that radio installations comply with Chapter 11 of either the 1979 or 1989 MODU Code, as amended.  This will satisfy U.S. requirements.  In lieu of National requirements, units that are issued National Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Documents of Compliance may meet U.S. radio requirements while operating in U.S. waters.

6.
The Marshall Islands requires MODU surveys, including underwater examinations, to be performed in accordance with Section 1.6 of the 1989 MODU Code and this scheme will satisfy U.S. requirements.

7.
MODUs operating on the OCS must obtain a Certificate of Financial Responsibility (33 CFR Parts 130 and 135) and a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit (40 CFR 125.120).

8.
The necessary equipment and procedures for implementation of Workplace Safety and Health Regulations contained in 33 CFR Part 142.

9.
An Emergency Evacuation Plan (EEP) complying with 33 CFR 146.210 which must be reviewed and approved by the U.S. Coast Guard.

10.
The U.S. Coast Guard has specified that certain equipment must have been inspected or serviced within 12 months of the date of application for the LOC.  Additional surveys or servicing may have to be performed for equipment falling outside the specified time frame.

B.
U.S. COAST GUARD SUPPLEMENT FOR MARSHALL ISLANDS FLAGGED MODUS OPERATING ON THE OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF OF THE UNITED STATES
MODUs possessing a valid Marshall Islands’ MODU Safety Certificate or Document of Compliance issued in accordance with the Republic of the Marshall Islands “Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Standards”, Publication MI-293 must also meet the requirements identified below before a LOC will be issued.  Compliance with these requirements will be verified at the discretion of the U.S. Coast Guard Officer in Charge of Marine Inspection (OCMI) to which application for a LOC has been made.

1. All units shall comply with the applicable provisions of Title 33 CFR Subchapter N – Outer Continental Shelf Activities.  This includes but is not limited to inspections, investigations, citizenship requirements and restrictions on employment, workplace safety and health, operational requirements for foreign MODUs.

2.
All units shall comply with the applicable provisions of Title 33 CFR Subchapter O – Pollution.  This includes but is not limited to the Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships, MARPOL 73/78, IOPP, shipboard oil pollution emergency plans, operations and testing requirements, placards, records and logs, oil transfer procedures and marine sanitation devices (MSDs).

3.
All units shall comply with the applicable provisions of Title 33 CFR Part 164 – Navigation Safety Regulations.  This includes but is not limited to charts, publications, navigation equipment, and testing maintenance and reporting requirements.

4.
Testing and Inspection of Pressure Vessels and Relief Valves – Pressure vessels shall be internally examined once every five years and relief valves shall be tested twice in five years with no interval more than three years in accordance with 46 CFR 61.10 and U.S. Coast Guard G-MOC Policy Letter 01-03.

5.
Additional Lifesaving Equipment – All units shall comply with the additional lifesaving requirements of 46 CFR 108-503.  Drillships not in possession of a valid MODU Safety Certificate (1989) shall comply with the requirements of 46 CFR Subchapter W.

6.
Maintenance, Testing & Inspection of Lifesaving Equipment – All units shall comply with the maintenance, testing and inspection requirements of 46 CFR 109.301.  All required maintenance, tests and inspections shall be documented.

7.
Testing & Inspection of Fire Fighting Equipment – All units shall ensure that each hand and semi-portable fire extinguisher, fixed fire-extinguishing system and gas detection system shall be tested and inspected annually in accordance with the requirements of 46 CFR 109.223.  All required tests and inspections shall be documented.

8.
Hospital Space, First Aid Kit & Litter – All units carrying 12 or more persons on a voyage, more than three days shall have a dedicated hospital space on board that complies 46 CFR 108.209 or 46 CFR 108.210.  All units shall have a first aid kit on board that complies with 46 CFR 108.707.  All units shall have a litter on board capable of being used on the type of helicopter that service the unit in accordance with the requirements of 46 CFR 108.709.

9.
Hazardous Locations – All units shall comply with the electrical wiring materials and methods required by 46 CFR 111.60 for the hazardous locations listed in 46 CFR 111.105-33.

10.
The OCMI may require a unit to carry specialized or additional equipment if the conditions, arrangement or service of the unit present uniquely hazardous circumstances that are not adequately addressed by existing requirements or standards.


