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TO:
ALL SHIPOWNERS, OPERATORS, MASTERS AND OFFICERS OF MERCHANT SHIPS, AND RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS

SUBJECT:
Asian Gypsy Moth Inspection Program.
Reference:
Asian Gypsy Moth Inspection Program for the Maritime Industry, May 27, 2009, US Customs and Border Protection and US Department of Agriculture
PURPOSE:
The United States (US) Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and US Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) administer a program to prevent the introduction of the Asian Gypsy Moth (AGM) into the US.
If any AGM are found on a vessel, the CBP is permitted to:

· Refuse the vessel entry into the US;
· Order the vessel into international waters;
· Require the vessel to undergo pest control treatment; and
· Require re-inspection of the vessel after undergoing pest control treatment.
Additionally, vessels found infested with AGM will not be authorized to load or unload cargo until they are free from all life stages of AGM.
The APHIS maintains a list of vessels it considers to be “high risk” and the CBP inspectors are instructed to target these vessels for inspection.  On 28 May 2009, the CBP inspectors discovered 10 AGM egg masses on the superstructure and light mast of a vessel in the Port of Charleston.
The purpose of this Guideline is to increase awareness of this program and to outline the steps that can be taken to limit risks and to deal with the AGM should it be found aboard a vessel.

APPLICABILITY:
This Guideline applies to any Marshall Islands flag vessel arriving in a US port from a foreign port between 24 and 60 degrees North Latitude (Far East Russia, Japan, China and Korea).
Although vessels entering any of these areas are considered “at risk” for the AGM, the CBP is targeting for enforcement vessels it considers “high risk.”  High risk vessels are defined as vessels that:

(a) have called in the Far East Russian ports of Nakhodka, Vladivostok, Vostochnyy, Posyet, Slavyanka, Zarubino, Olga, Plastun and Vanino between 15 July and 30 September of the previous year; or 

(b) were in the Japanese certification ports (ports that issue a certificate stating the vessel is free of AGM) of: Hannan, Hiroshima, Kobe, Ooita, Shimizu, Sakata, Otaru, Hachinohe, Hadodate or Tomakomai during certain dates that are subject to change based on insect trapping data.

It should be noted that the US, Canada and Mexico routinely collaborate on the AGM issue. As a result, Marshall Islands flag vessels should take precautions prior to entering ports in Canada and Mexico as well.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.0
Vessels having called on ports in: 1) Far East Russia between 15 July and 30 September of the previous year; or 2) Japanese certification ports, should obtain inspection certificates that they are free from AGM prior to departure from these countries.
1.1
In Russia, the certificate must be obtained from the Federal Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance of the Russian Federation.

1.2
In Japan, certification is issued by the following recognized third-party inspection bodies:
· All Nippon Checkers Corporation (ANCC);
· Japan Cargo Tally Corporation (JCTC);
· Japan Export Vehicle Inspection Center Co., Ltd. (JEVIC);
· Japan Grain Inspection Association (JGIA);
· Nippon Kaiji Kentei Kyokai (NKKK); and
· Shin Nihon Kentei Kyokai (SNKK).
2.0
Vessels calling on China and Korea do not currently require certification, but due to the presence of AGM in those countries, are considered to pose a risk.

3.0
Prior to arriving in the US, a vessel must ensure that no AGM egg masses or other AGM life stage are on board a vessel.  AGM egg masses may be found on anything, including cargo hold framing, air intake vents, vessel smoke stacks, equipment, cargo and containers.
4.0
The CBP and APHIS recommend the following measures prior to entering the US
4.1
Inspect

4.1.1
Search for egg masses (velvety texture and range in color from light tan to dark brown) by inspecting:
· superstructure, including supports and inside areas leading to the superstructure;
· containers on deck;
· storage cans, barrels or garbage cans;
· light sources and areas of bright light (female AGM tend to lay eggs near light sources);
· sheltered locations (e.g., underneath deck edges);
· behind walls and doors;
· mooring lines or extra lines on deck;
· safety rails and supports;
· wheel/tool house or storage areas; and
· outside hull.
4.1.2
Inspect inaccessible areas with binoculars and use a mirror on a stick to look around corners and under edges.
4.2
Remove
4.2.1
Remove egg masses with a knife, paint scraper or putty knife.
4.3
Destroy
4.3.1
Destroy all AGM egg masses by placing them in alcohol or boiling water or by incinerating them.
4.3.2
Do NOT paint over AGM egg masses, use high pressure water to remove them or throw them overboard (there are instances where they have washed ashore and hatched).

4.3.3
Useful websites are as follows:
· CBP Manual For Agriculture Clearance:
www.aphis.usda.gov/import_export/plants/manuals/ports/downloads/mac_pdf/33examining_carriers_vessels.pdf
· USDA AGM:
www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/gypsy_moth/agm-background.shtml
· Asian Gypsy Moth:
www.asiangypsymoth.org
· Canadian Food Inspection Agency AGM:
www.inspection.gc.ca/english/plaveg/pestrava/lymdis/lymdisae.shtml
4.3.4
For additional information, please contact:

	US Customs and Border Protection

Safeguarding Program Manager

US Department of Homeland Security

CBP-OFO-APTl

1300 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W., Room 2.5B

Washington, DC 20229

Office: +1-202-344-3298
Fax: +1-202-344-1441
	Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service

US Department of Agriculture

APHI-PPQ-QPAS

4700 River Road, Unit 60

Riverdale, MD 20737

Office: +1-301-734-4374

Fax: +1-301-734-5269
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Inquiries concerning the subject of this Guideline should be directed to the Office of the Maritime Administrator, Republic of the Marshall Islands, c/o Marshall Islands Maritime and Corporate Administrators, Inc., 11495 Commerce Park Drive, Reston, VA 20191-1506 USA.
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