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REPUBLIC OF
Marine Guideline

THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

No. 2-11-8
OFFICE OF THE

MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR
6/09
TO:
ALL SHIPOWNERS, OPERATORS, MASTERS AND OFFICERS OF MERCHANT SHIPS, AND RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS

SUBJECT:
Availability of Electronic Data Base for Applying for a Vessel General Permit (VGP) Under EPA’s National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).
References:
(a)
MN 2-011-30 (NPDES)
(b)
MG-2-11-7 (NPDES)
PURPOSE:
This Guideline provides notice to Marshall Islands flag vessels that  the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPAs) online database for the submission of a Notice of Intent (NOI) to apply for a VGP under the NPDES requirements (see MN-2-011-30 and MG-2-11-7) is now available for use at: http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/vessels/enoi.cfm.
APPLICABILITY:
Vessels covered by the NPDES requirements (in general, commercial vessels 79 feet or more in length and either greater or equal to 300 gross tons or have the capacity to hold or discharge more than 2113 gallons of ballast water) must submit a NOI by 19 September 2009.  Compliance with the other provisions of the VGP was required 6 February 2009.
REQUIREMENTS:
1.0
The EPA is encouraging vessel owners and operators to use this Electronic Notice of Intent (eNOI) because it allows for faster processing (more than two weeks faster) over traditional paper submissions.  Use of the system requires registration with EPA’s Central Data Exchange (CDX), which is contained on the eNOI website.
2.0
The eNOI system can be used to:

· Fill out the VGP NOI;

· Terminate permit coverage, even if a paper NOI was submitted;

· Complete forms and send to the appropriate certifying official for signature;

· Modify forms that have been certified and submitted to EPA; and

· Save forms as draft for later completion. 

3.0
The EPA has developed a separate batch upload spreadsheet (also found at the above eNOI website) to assist companies that have multiple vessels required to submit NOIs.  This spreadsheet is designed with Microsoft Excel 2003.  EPA has cautioned that this spreadsheet likely is most useful for those owners and operators who have: 1) numerous vessels; and 2) already have much of the needed data in existing data bases.  If this is not the case, use of the standard eNOI interface may be a more efficient means of applying for coverage.
4.0
Questions should be directed as follows:

.1
Registration: Go to frequently Asked Questions https://cdx.epa.gov/SSL/cdx/FAQ.asp or contact CDX using the following options:

By Telephone: Person-to-person telephone support is available from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm (EST) toll-free at +1-888-890-1995.
By Email: Send email to Technical Support at EPACDX@CSC.COM with “Technical Support” in the Subject line.
By Fax: Assistance requests are accepted 24 hours a day at +1-301-429-3905.  Support personnel will respond to faxed requests Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm EST/EDT.
.2
eNOI System: Contact the EPA NOI Processing Center using one of the following options:

By Telephone: Person-to-person telephone support is available from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm (EST) toll-free at +1-866-352-7755.
By Webform: Fill out the online form at www.epa.gov/npdes/noicontact.
By Email: Send email to Technical Support at noi@avanticorporation.com.
5.0
NOTES ON ENFORCEMENT:  It is the Administration’s understanding that the EPA and U.S. Coast Guard have not come to a formal agreement on the enforcement of the NPDES VGP.  Rather, they still are engaged in the deliberative process and are taking gradual steps toward full enforcement.  Sometime around 1 October, vessel owners/operators should expect the Coast Guard to conduct a “general screening” of VGP compliance.  This means that the Coast Guard will check to determine whether the vessel owner or operator has submitted a NOI.  Vessels are advised to keep documentation aboard their vessels that show that the owner/operator has applied for an NOI or is operating under a valid VGP.  The next stage (most likely beginning 6 February 2010) will include screening for compliance with key elements of the permit.  These include, but are not limited to, requirements for routine and annual inspections, ballast water exchange and graywater control).
The EPA plans to hold a webcast this summer (aiming for July) with primary focus on the eNOI.  The Administration shall endeavor to keep you updated on this and other actions associated with the VGP.
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Inquiries concerning the subject of this Guideline should be directed to the Office of the Maritime Administrator, Republic of the Marshall Islands, c/o Marshall Islands Maritime and Corporate Administrators, Inc., 11495 Commerce Park Drive, Reston, VA 20191-1506 USA.
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